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States

California gay marriages: A dozen

gay and lesbian couples and the city

of San Francisco have launched a

legal attack on California’s ban on

same-sex marriage, arguing that the

law enshrines bigotry, discriminates arbi-

trarily and violates a constitutional right to
marry one’s chosen partner.

“Exclusion from marriage ... marks lesbi-
an and gay couples as second- class citizens.
It dashes their hopes and dreams, and labels
them and their children as inferior, based
only on archaic stereotypes,” lawyers for the
couples say in written arguments in San
Francisco Superior Court.

“The time for marriage equality has ar-
rived,” declared lawyers from City Attorney
Dennis Herrera’s office, which is suing on
the city’s behalf to overturn the marriage
law.

Thursday’s briefs opened what is likely to
be the decisive round in the court battle over
the law that defines marriage as a union
strictly between a man and a woman. The
law was passed by the California Legisla-
ture in 1977 and reaffirmed in 2000 by vot-
ers’ approval of Proposition 22.

Snowmobiles in Yellowstone: Attorneys
for snowmobile manufacturers, winter re-
sorts and other tourism-related ventures
have asked a federal judge in Cheyenne,
Wyo., to permanently lift a snowmobile ban
in Yellowstone and Grand Teton national
parks so the businesses can have peace of
mind about their survival.

U.S. District Judge Clarence Brimmer
heard the request Thursday from the busi-
nesses, joined by the states of Montana and

yoming.

Their lawyers said action by Brimmer
would prevent anuLher federal judge, in

the

2001 ban and creating economic uncertainty
for the area.

The Clinton administration ban, to take ef-
fect last winter, was set aside in early 2003
by the National Park Service to settle a law-
suit filed by snowmobile makers. Under the
agreement, new rules were drafted to allow
a limited number of snowmobiles inside the
parks.

Cross burning: Two teenagers accused of
burning a cross in the front yard of a black
family in Covington, Ky., pleaded guilty
Thursday in federal court.

Matthew Scudder, 18, of Hebron, and
James Foster, 19, of Independence, pleaded
guilty to violating the family’s civil rights, in-
timidating the family and to aiding and abet-
ting a juvenile involved in the crime.

he two face up to 10 years in prison at
sentencing, scheduled for Dec. 16.

On July 2, the northern Kentucky family
found a 3-foot-tall charred cross in its front
yard in Burlington. The next morning, the
windows were broken out of a family car.

Ocean City murders: Recently unsealed
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provide gruesome details about
the husband and wife who murdered two
Virginia tourists in Ocean City, Md., in 2002.

rika Sifrit, who was convicted of first-de-
gree murder, told the Secret Service that
her husband, Benjamin, wanted to kill her
parents, grandparents and a wealthy aunt,
according to the documents, which were ob:
tained by WBAL-T'

She said her husband hoped they would in-
herit the money and discussed meeting in
Argentina.

Erika Sifrit portrayed her husband as
mentally and physically abusive. She said
after they were married for about a year, he
wanted her to become pregnant. Documents
show she carried his baby for nearly four
months until he abruptly changed his mind
and told her to “get an abortion or I'm going
to dig it out of you.”

In the recently released documents, Erika
Sifrit how her husband ordered

Your Money ..

Detroit terror trial: Karim Koubriti, far left, and Abdel-llah Elmardoudi, far right, shown in
federal court in Detroit in 2003, had terrorism clurges against them thrown out Friday at the

request of who said the

tion in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. U.

in trying to obtain a convic-
.S District Judge Gerald Rosen said the

two, as well as Ahmed Hannan, second from right, must stand trial again on charges of docu-

ment fraud. Farouk Ali-Haimoud, second from lef

the couple to get naked and asked them, “Do
you want to die?” She also told investigators
that she ordered her husband to shoot the
couple who had locked themselves in a bath-

om.

o Montgomery County jury found Ben-
jamin Sifrit guilty of second-degree murder
in Crutchley’s death but acquitted him of
Ford’s killing. Sifrit was sentenced to 38
years in prison in July 2003.

Michael Jackson case: Michael Jackson
allegedly staved off a child molestation accu-
sation in 1990 with a $2 million payment to
the son of an employee at his Neverland
Ranch, according to a television report.

The television news magazine by “Date-
line NBC,” which reported the payment in a
segment to be broad-
cast Friday night, did
not disclose its source
of information.

In the segment, re-
tired Santa Barbara
County Sheriff Jim Tho-
mas, now an NBC news
analyst, said his office
mvesugated Jackson in
1993 in connection with
one boy’s claim and
came upon the second
accusation.

The first boy report-
edly was paid $15 million to $20 million by
Jackson to avoid charges the entertainer
thought would damage his career even if
proved untrue. Jackson has denied ever
harming any child and is currently fighting
charges he molested a boy in 2003.

Jackson

Business

California air pollution: Exxon Mobil
Corp. paid $8.25 million to Southern Califor-
nia air quality regulators to settle dozens of
violations at two facilities in the Los Angeles
basin, which has the worst air quality in the
nation.

The payment Wednesday was the
third-largest in the history of the South
Coast Air Quality Management District, offi-

s said.

Most of the violations at the company’s
Torrance refinery and Terminal Island facil-
ity involved the improper storage of diesel,
rocket fuel, gasoline, and other ‘substances
that can contribute to smog, district spokes-
man Sam Atwood said.

ft, was acquitted on all charges.

Carolin Keith, a spokeswoman for Irving,
Texas-based Exxon Mobil, said the settle-
ment was a way to “reach a common under-
standing on all regulations and require-
ments.”

World

Terror warnings: The U.S. and Australian
embassies in Jakarta, Indonesia, warned on
Friday of possible terrorist attacks here and
urged their citizens to exercise extreme cau-
tion in public places such as bars and hotels.

. mission said its employees had
been advlsed to avoid large hotels. It warned
other Americans in Indonesia to “observe
vigilant personal security precautions, keep
alow pmﬁle in public [and] vary their daily
routine:

North Korean nukes: The United States,
Japan and South Korea plan to discuss
North Korea’s nuclear weapons program
this month in Tokyo, an official said Friday.

The allies will use the meeting, to be held
in the first half of this month, to prepare for
larger six-nation negotiations with North
Korea, a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
said on condition of anonymity.

Deputy Foreign  Minister  Mitoji
Yabunaka, his South Korean counterpart
Lee Soo-hyuck and U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State James Kelly will hold two-day talks
starting Sept. 9, Kyodo News agency cited
ministry sources as saying.

Six-nation talks seeking to convince North
Korea to abandon its nuclear ambitions
were initially scheduled to take place by the
end of September. But the were
thrown into doubt after the North said earli-
er this month it won’t attend preparatory
meetings.

North Korea train accident: A North Kore-
an elementary school and an agricultural col-
lege in Seoul that were destroyed in a deadly
train blast in April have reopened in newly
constructed buildings, North Korea said.

Opening ceremonies were held Wednes-
day at the two schools in Ryongchon, where
train wagons at a railway station exploded
on April 22, killing 160 people and injuring
an estimated 1,300, according to some esti-
mates. The blast was believed to have been
sparked by a train laden with oil and chemi-
cals that hit power lines.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Al-Sadr aide denounces two kidnappings

Sheik Jaber al-Khafaji delivers appeal for release during sermon on al-Sadr’s behalf

BY KIM HOUSEGO
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — An aide to radi-
cal Shiite cleric Mugqtada al-Sadr
denounced the kidnapping of two
French journalists in Iraq and ap-
pealed for their release Friday in
a sermon at a makeshift pulpit
outside the revered mosque in
Kufa as hundreds of worshippers
held their first weekly prayers
since last week’s peace agree-
ment.

Al-Sadr aides initially said the
cleric planned to give the sermon
at the Kufa mosque, which was
closed last week
after ‘militants

lives were no longer threatened
and it was only a matter of time
before they would be freed.

Iragi police and national
guardsmen set up checkpoints,
barring all cars from entering
Kufa a week after al-Sadr and his
al-Mahdi militia relinquished con-
trol of the city’s revered shrine.

Ahmed al-Shaibani, an al-Sadr
aide, accused police forces of ar-
resting dozens of the cleric’s fol-
lowers in Kufa and the nearby
city of Najaf.

Nevertheless, about 2,000 fol-
lowers of al-Sadr lined the street
in front of the mosque, setting up

a pulpit on the

y street.
pulled out as part MIZH_Z/ Despite the
of the peace deal, members of  peace deal in
but he abandoned Najaf, many mem-
the iael?l amid fears Muqtada bers of al-Sadr's
it could raise ten- . militia are thought
sions. Iraqi securi- al-Sadr’s to have returned

ty forces also
sealed off roads
and fired warning
shots near the city,
seeking to limit the

militia are
thought to

with their weapons
to their Baghdad
stronghold of Sadr
City and the cler-

i have ic’s  representa-
number of worship- tives and Iraq’s in-
pers and avoid un- returned terim government
rest. . . have been seeking

Sheik  Jaber with their common ground to

al-Khafaji, deliver-
ing al-Sadr’s ser-

weapons to

end fighting there.
Also Friday, fire-

mon on his behalf, fighters battled a
condemned the kid: Baghdad. massive ol pipe-
napping of the two line fire that raged
French journalists and urged in Riyadh about 40 miles south-

their quick release.

France said it had received
word that the captives, Christian
Chesnot and Georges Malbruno,
were alive and one of their em-
ployers claimed the kidnappers
had handed them over to a Sunni
Muslim opposition group.

Hopes for their release were
raised further Friday when
Abdul-Salam Al-Qubeisi, an offi-
cial with the Association of Mus-
1lim Scholars — a Sunni clerical or-
ganization with alleged ties to in-
surgents — said the Frenchmen’s

west of the northern city of
Kirkuk, a day after saboteurs det-
onated explosives on the line link-
ing fields near Kirkuk with the oil
refinery of Beiji, said Maj. Gen.
Anwar Mohammed Amin of the
Iraqi National Guard.

In other developments: —
Three Macedonian contractors
disappeared in Iraq 10 days ago,
a government spokesman in Sko-
pje and their employers said Fri-
day.

Iraqi officials have been unable

Supporters of rebel Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr hold hands in solidarity as they offer prayer outside the
Kufa mosque in Kufa, Iraq, Friday. Iraqi security forces fired warning shots and barred vehicle traffic leading
to Kufa, fearing an outbreak of violence as hundreds of worshippers descended on the holy city for the first
‘weekly prayers since al-Sadr relinquished control of its revered shrine under a peace deal.

to Conﬁn‘n whether they were kid-
napped.

W The U.S. military said two
U.S. soldiers were wounded when
they were hit by shrapnel when
their convoy came under attack
while on patrol near the city of
Tikrit.

W Gunmen abducted four po-
licemen and an Iranian they were
escorting to the border to be de-
ported after raiding their hotel
room in the southern city of
Basra, a senior Basra police offi-
cial said on condition of anonymi-
ty. The official declined to pro-
vide details on why he was being
deported, but linked the Iranian’s
deportation to the unrest in Najaf.

W No deaths reported.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, Sept. 2, 976 U.S. servicemembers have died
since the beginning of military operations in Iraq in March 2003,
according to the Defense Department. Of those, 730 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 246 died of non-hostile causes.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had ended, 838 U.S. troops have died —
621 as a result of hostile action and 217 of non-hostile causes, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers Thursday.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

The latest identifications reported by the military:
' No identifications reported.

Samarra is latest no-go zone for U.S. troops
Iraqi officials discussing how to end standoff in troubled city

BY JIM KRANE

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Over the past
few months, insurgents in Samar-
ra have deposed the U.S.-picked
leaders and put to death people
suspected of collaborating with
them, making the northern Iraqi
city the latest no-go zone for Iraqi
and American troops.

With preparations beginning
for Iraq’s nationwide general
election, scheduled for January,
the attacks in Samarra and other
cities where officials cannot safe-
ly travel could present a major
barrier to carrying out a credible
poll.

“It’s true that we can’t go into
Samarra very often,” said U.S.
Army Capt. Scott Synowiez, an in-
telligence officer at a 1st Infantry
Division base on the outskirts of
the city.

“Whenever we go into Samarra
we do get attacked, without a
doubt.”

But evidence suggests that the
United States is taking a different
approach from the devastating

lecture in the city’s great mosque
that called upon insurgents to
stop fighting inside the city.

Though they have battled in Sa-
marra before, for now, U.S.
troops are staying out of the city
iati tinue.

and p military
assaults in Falltuah and Najaf,
which had mixed results and may
have attracted more Iragis to the
insurgents’ cause.

The casualty-averse U.S. mili-
tary — approaching 1,000 war
dead — has little desire to expand
the conflict.

On Saturday, Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi and a group of 11
tribal sheiks and other prominent
citizens began discussing the
standoff.

The following day, the Muslim
Clerics Association organized a

as

“We've told them ‘We're not
going in until you guys have con-
trol of the situation,’ ” 1st Infan-
try spokesman Maj. Neal O'Brien
said.

“There’s a lot of be-
hind-the-scenes maneuvering to
resolve this thing peacefully.”

Allawi said Tuesday that he has
begun negotiating with leaders in
Samarra, as well as Fallujah and
Ramadi, and was optimistic about
reaching a deal with moderate
groups, while saying hardcore
fighters will have to be met with
force.

If the Allawi government can’t
negotiate an end to the standoffs,
U.S. Army officers say they rec-
ognize they may have to fight
again.

Samarra, an ancient city of
250 000 known for its 9th century
spiral minaret, is controlled by
about 500 ﬁghters from three
well-known Sunni Muslim rebel
groups, according to city resi-
dents and the U.S. military.

The guerrillas have also kid-
napped and executed residents
suspected of collaborating with
the Americans.

Video CDs purchased in Samar-
ra show three local men confess
ing as American spies. The videos
end with aying collab-

Similar CDs have been re-
leased in Fallujah, some of which
culminate in savage beheadings
of the kidnapped collaborators.

Still, locals in Samarra say sup-
port for the fiery insurgency is
dwindling, especially after Aug.
14, when US. armored units
fought insurgents on the city’s
edges for seven hours as war-
planes bombed rebel positions.

Around 50 Iraqi fighters and ci-
vilians were killed and 13 homes
destroyed in 22 separate battles,
mainly with small pockets of in-
surgents, the Army and local resi-
dents said.

In Fallujah and Najaf, U.S. at-
tempts to quell rebel uprisings
led to huge battles that killed

and were

orators must be killed. The fate of
the men is unknown.

quelled by cease-fire agree-
ments.
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Just as most foot soldiers carry
small good-luck charms on their
dog tags or in their pockets, air-
crews have their own talisman.

The air evacuation crew of the
45th Medical Company Air Am-
bulance, out of Ansbach, Germa-
ny, has a regular menagerie on
board when they fly from their
“Desert Dust Off” air base at Tal-
1il, Traq.

The pilot in charge, Capt. Ger-
ald Bonner, has a SpongeBob
Squarepants that his daughter
Sara bought for him four years
ago, when she was 12.

SpongeBob took his maiden
flight with Bonner when the offic-
er was assigned to the National
Training Center at Fort Irwin,
Calif. Then came a tour in South
Korea, and now SpongeBob is
seeing action in Iraq, Bonner
said.

Also sitting in the cockpit of
the crew’s Black Hawk is 1st Lt.
Jerry Murphy’s Goofy doll,
which his father, Jerry Murphy
Sr., gave him with strict instruc-
tions to log flight hours and mis-
sions before sending Goofy
home.

And finally, poking his head
out from medic Sgt. Reginald
Jones’ personal crew bag, is a
small stuffed tiger.

The adorable, if dusty, toys
seem surprising companions for
battle-hardened air team. But
whenever that Black Hawk goes
wheels-up, SpongeBob, Goofy,
and Tiger are present and ready
for duty.

Hazards of smoking

Smoking can be dangerous, as
one hapless soldier found out re-
cently at Camp Buehring, Ku-
wait.

Lisa Burgess and Seth Robson

SpongeBob, friends help keep helos flying

MIDEASTNOTEBOOK

A gift from the Yankees

Dakota Army National Guard.

Troops at Forward Operating Base 0’Ryan, near Balad, Iraq, sport New York Yankees colors, thanks to a gift from the team. The base is home
to the headquarters company of the New York National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment. The Yankees sent boxes of fan maga-
zines and 800 baseball caps, enough for the 2-108 Infantry to share with FOB 0’Ryan troops from the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment
and the 1st Battalion, 77th Armor Regiment — both based in Schweinfurt, Germany — and from the 141st Engineer Battalion of the North

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army

The soldier was standing next
toa portable toilet enjoying a ciga-
rette when he was rudely inter-
rupted by a flying soccer ball.

He had not noticed that the por-
table toilet formed part of a goal
being used by a group of soldiers
playing soccer.

One of the players executed a
perfectly timed strike between
the portable toilet and a box of
water bottles serving as the other
goalpost.

The ball sailed through the mid-
dle of the goal and struck the
smoker square in the torso, send-
ing the glowing ember he had
been drawing on spiraling away
into the night.

A little closer to home

Soldiers in the 299th Forward
Support Battalion at Camp Ana-
conda, Iraq, now can look for-
ward to breakfast, lunch and din-
ner.

In October, the soldiers will no
longer need to take the mile-long
walk to eat at a chow hall. That’s
when Dining Facility Five will
open up, much to the relief of
troops who before could have
walked up to six miles a day to
and from the chow hall.

According to a 1st Infantry Divi-
sion news release, the DFAC is
the fifth on the base.

E-mail Lisa Burgess in Baghdad at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil; Seth Robson
in Iraq at: robsons@pstripes.osd.mil.

LiSA BURGESS/Stars and Stripes

A stuffed tiger belonging to Sgt. Reginald Jones rides in the back of a
helicopter as Jones’ unit heads out on missions.

BY SETH HETTENA
The Associated Press

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.
— Wearing a khaki-and-green
uniform adorned with service
ribbons, a Marine reservist
stood without reaction as a mili-
tary jury convicted him of dere-
liction of duty and abuse of pris-
oners at a makeshift detention
camp in Iraq.

Marine Sgt. Gary Pittman
was cleared of two other charg-
es Thursday, including abusing
a S2-year-old Iragi man who
died in custody.

He faces a maximum sen-
tence of nine months in prison
and a dishonorable discharge.
Sentencing deliberations were
scheduled to begin Friday.

Marine convicted of
abuse, but cleared in
Iraq detainee death

Pittman’s wife cried as the
nine-man jury’s verdict was
read following just four hours of
deliberation. Pittman embraced
his wife and attorney before
Jeaving the courtroom accompa-
nied by his brother, an Army
major. He didn’t stop to speak
‘with reporters.

The 40-year-old reservist,
who is a federal prison guard in
New York in his civilian life,
was activated last year and sent
to Camp Whitehorse in southern
Iraq.

Pittman, who took the stand
‘Wednesday to say he never as-
saulted a prisoner, was the only
witness to testify that he never
saw any abuses at the makeshift
lockup that has since been
closed.

Guardsman convicted of attempting
to provide information to al-Qaida

BY MELANTHIA MITCHELL
The Associated Press

FORT LEWIS, Wash. — A National Guardsman
was convicted of what military officials said
amounts to attempted treason for trying to aid
al-Qaida, and a jury recommended he be sentenced
to life in prison.

The verdict in Spe. Ryan G. Anderson’s court mar-
tial, which began Monday, was announced late
Thursday afternoon. The sentence recommendation
came early Friday.

Anderson, a tank crewman whose 81st Armor Bri-
gade unit is now in Iraqg, was accused of trying to
give terrorists information about U.S. troops’
strength and tactics. The terrorists he thought he
was meeting with were actually undercover federal
agents, prosecutors said.

The 27-year-old Muslim convert, who did not testi-
fy during the guilt phase of his trial, took the stand
Thursday evening in the penalty phase and wept,
apologizing to his country and his family.

“I would rather give my life” than do anything to
discredit the military, he told the jury of nine com-

missioned officers from Fort Lewis. He said he felt
“peally lousy” about his actions.

His mother, Linda Tucker, struggled to breathe
and talk through her tears. Extending her arms in a
plea to jurors, she said, “Honest to goodness, if you
could just look under the surface of Ryan, you'd see
that he’s not a bad person.”

His father, Bruce Anderson, also testified on his
behalf in the penalty proceeding as defense lawyers
projected photos of Ryan Anderson as a child and a
teen.

The jury deliberated about 42 hours Thursday be-
fore finding Anderson guilty. A two-thirds majority
was needed to convict, but the vote was not an-
nounced.

Jurors deliberated another 3'2 hours before rec-
ommending early Friday that Anderson be sen-
tenced to life in prison with the possibility of parole
and a di disch: The post
is expected to decide on a sentence in four to six

0

Life in prison would be the maximum penalty.
Whatever his sentence, he will receive credit for his
203 days in jail at this Army post following his Feb.
12 arrest.
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Hohenfels’

training unit
to deploy to
Afghanistan

Last deployment was in 1943

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

About 100 soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry
Regiment’s Company A from Hohenfels, Germany, will
head to Afghanistan next week to provide security and
support for that country’s upcoming presidential elec-
tion.

It's the first time the unit has deployed since 1943,
when 1-4 soldiers helped drive Japanese forces from the
Aleutian Islands.

The unit’s infantrymen rarely deploy because of their
vital role in training Army units in Europe, but they are
ready to go, said Capt. Jacob Larkowich, commander of
the 1-4’s Company A.

Since 1990, the unit has been the opposing force at the
Combat Maneuver Training Center, which lately has
provided mission rehearsal training for U.S. Army units
deploying to Afghanistan and Iraq.

“I'm confident that the soldiers are ready to do any-
thing,” Larkowich said in a telphone interview. “Al-
though they are designated OPFOR [opposing force] for
units training here, they get the same training as other
infantrymen.”

While the battalion’s soldiers and families don’t ex-
pect to deploy, they know the possibility is there.

“The expectation is for us to be here training the
force,” said Staff Sgt. Steven Cornett, a squad leader in
2nd Platoon. “But we’re a full-up infantry unit. If we are
called, we go.”

The deployment may not have as much of an effect on
the soldiers’ families. The 1-4’s soldiers typically live in
the training center’s “box” when other units come to
train. Often, there are back-to-back training rotations,
meaning 1-4 soldiers might see their families for only a
couple of days over a few months, Larkowich said.

“The families are taking it real well ... and the Family
Readiness Group has been very active,” he said. “These
families are used to the soldiers being in the field and
being gone a lot.”

The soldiers, such as Pfc. Mark Drehobl, also seem to
be taking it well.

“I'm excited about going; I'll get to see more of the
world,” said Drehobl, a medic who will be going on his
first deployment. “That’s one of the reasons I requested
being stationed overseas, to see the world.”

Drehobl said he trained with the soldiers who are de-
ploying, but also went through separate medical training
with the element’s other two medics who are deploying.

The deployment training turned the tables on these
soldiers who act as the “enemy” for units rotating
through the center.

“The training was pretty challenging, but for us it was
just seeing it from the other side,” Cornett said. “We’ve
all handled the OPFOR mission and understand that
role. This was just reversing it.

“We were able to call up our knowledge of lessons
learned from units rotating through, and that helped,”
Cornett said.

And, although the training battalion is losing one of its

ies on the three other ies re-

‘main to train units at the CMTC, including the Southern
European Task Force, which rotates through from Mon-
day through Oct. 13.

“Only one company is leaving, so CMTC will continue
to provide its world-class OPFOR,” said Maj. Mike
Durham, 7th Army Training Command spokesman.
“The training for SETAF and other units will not be di-
minished at all.”

E-mail Rick Emert at: emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

La. base still hunting elusive tiger

LEESVILLE DAILY LEADER/AP

Maj. Zane Jones, right, deputy provost marshall at Fort Polk, La., and Chief Deputy Calvin Turner of the Vernon Parish
Sheriff’s Office, explain the target area where members of the Army and Exotic Animal Rescue Team would be focusing
their search for a Bengal tiger which was seen on the base Monday evening. The Army doesn’t know where the animal
came from. The tiger is believed to be about one year old and 100 pounds. The Army has received about 15 reports of
sightings, one near a golf course and another near a gas station.

Katterbach soldier gets five years
for drug possession, fleeing police

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A Katter-
bach-based soldier who led German
police on a high-: speed chase after a
botched drug sting in March was sen-
tenced Thursday to five years in pris-
on.
After hearing evidence for three
days, a court-martial panel deliberat-
ed five hours before convicting Sgt.
Robert B. Clayton, 25, of the 6th Battal-
ion, 52nd Air Defense Artillery, of
eight offenses. The charges included
possession and use of marijuana, de-
stroying evidence, fleeing civil authori-
ties, assault on a law enforcement of-
ficer, and operating a passenger car
wantonly or recklessly, said Maj.
Shane Bartee, co-prosecutor in the
case.

The jury acquitted Clayton on one
charge of conspiracy to distribute mar-
ijjuana. Judge (Lt. Col.) Robin Hall
also dismissed seven other charges —
either drug-related or connected to
Clayton’s alleged forgery of docu-
ments in a promotion packet — after
defense attorneys argued the charges
hadn’t been proven, Bartee said.

Clayton’s troubles began Aug. 26,
2003, when a soldier who shared a bar-
racks bathroom with him saw what
looked like marijuana in the room and
called military police. Clayton appar-
ently flushed the drugs down the toi-

let, Bartee said, but drug-sniffing dogs
found evidence of the drug in his room
and outside his window. He later
failed a urinalysis test.

Already charged with these offens-
es, he got mixed up in another drug-re-
lated incident in March, Bartee said.
Another soldier, facing court-martial
on his own drug charges, agreed with

Sgt. Clayton led
police on a
high-speed chase
through Ansbach. ...
When police
cornered the car, he
fled on foot, running
through yards and
leaping over fences.
German police in Ansbach to help on a
drug sting with his alleged supplier, a

German woman named Monica
McLemore.

The soldier agreed to meet McLem-
ore in a parking lot, and she arrived in
a car dnven by Clayton. When a

rman

sped off. He hit the policeman, who
fired at the car’s tire but missed.

According to testimony from Ger-
man police, Clayton led them on a
high-speed chase through Ansbach’s
residential neighborhoods that eventu-
ally involved as many as 10 police
cruisers.

The police later found bags of mari-
juana, psilocybin mushrooms and the
party drug Ecstasy along the route, ap-
parently thrown out the window by
the fleeing couple.

Eventually, police cornered the car
and nabbed McLemore, but Clayton
fled, running through yards and leap-
ing over fences, said his civilian attor-
ney, David Court. He hid briefly in
drainage ditch before being caught
and arrested.

Court argued Clayton had innocent-
ly given a ride to his friend McLemore
not knowing she had drugs in the car
and drove off only because he feared a
car-jacking.

After convicting Clayton of most of
the remaining charges, the panel delib-
erated 22 hours Thursday morning be-
fore handing down his prison sen-
tence, said Capt. Catherine Cunning-
ham, the lead prosecutor.

Clayton also was reduced to the low-
est enlisted rank, stripped of all pay
during his prison term, and dishonor-

ap-
proached Lhe car with his gun drawn
to arrest her, Bartee said, Clayton

ably from the Army.
E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Joy and pain at return of Vietnam dog tags

Woman has made it her mission to find old tags and track down owners

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

A simple message left on Ken
Archambault’s answering ma-
chine one Saturday night a few
years ago brought 34 years of sup-
pressed war memories crashing
back.

Someone was looking for the
Ken Archambault who'd fought in
Vietnam.

The caller found the nghl guy.

She had something of his.

More curious than stunned, Ar-
chambault called her back.

“I didn’t know if it was a prank
call or what, but figured I'd give
her a call and see what happens.
She said she had my dog tags. She
read off my ID number. It was
right. W3156095. That was me.

“I didn't remember losing
them.”

He doesn’t know if the tags real-
ly are those he wore during the
war or if they’re one of the count-
less fakes circulating in Vietnam,
said Archambault, 57, of Brew-
ster, Mass.

Nor does he care, he said.

“They've got my name on it, so
yeah, I guess I wanted them,” he
said.

The caller’s voice on his ma-
chine was that of Stacey Hansen,
who four years ago was backpack-
ing through Vietnam when she ran
across some American G.I. dog
tags. She had seen a few for sale at
markets and little shops and asked
if there were more.

She was brought to a what she
thinks was a Vietnamese military
building, where inside a glass
case, she was shown hundreds.
She bought all 566 of them, for
about $2 apie

“Why did I do this? I think Viet-
nam vets got a really bad deal in
the way they were treated when
coming  home,”  said  the
35-year-old firefighter and para-
medic in San Jose, Calif.

“Everyone knows it was a politi-
cal war and politics are always
going to surround war. But to me,

Vietnam veteran Ken Archambault holds a set of dog tags with his name and hi

Photo courtesy of Ken Archambault

identification number

stamped on them that 35-year-old Stacey Hansen said she found while backpacking in Vietnam four years
ago. A few years ago, Hansen called Archambault, telling him she’d found his tags. “I didn’t remember losing
them,” he said. Real or not, Archambault said he wanted to have them.

it's so sad that there was no sup-
port for them when they came
home,” Hansen said.

“I'm not necessarily in favor of
our guys being in Iraq, but I cer-
tainly wouldn’t spit on them and
call them names when they got to
the airport. [Vietnam vets] were
made to feel shameful for going to
war over there, and here I am
thinking ‘This doesn’t compute.
They’re going over there to do
what our country has asked them
t

She returns to Vietnam next
week in search of more tags. Then
she will catalog what she finds,
post the names on her Internet
site, www.vietnamdogtags.com,
and seek out owners or their fami-

=

It’s an endeavor that consumes

an average of three or four hours a
day as she and her boyfriend work
to track down vets and family
members who might want to see
the return of the tags.

But more harm than good could
be coming for efforts ans-
en’s, said Larry Greer, spokesman
of the Pentagon’s POW/Missing
Personnel Office.

“We get reports from families,
and we meet with them frequent-
ly, that they’ve been contacted by
well-meaning people seeking to re-
turn dog tags of loved ones. For
some, for most, it brings back hurt-
ful memories,” Greer said. “How-
ever, we have also had accounts of
family members of servicemen,
those missing in action or killed in
action, and for some of those fami-

Iy members they've expressed ap-
preciation.”

It was a surreal moment when
Amanda Zucroff-Moore learned
that her brother’s dog tags were
being returned to the family, she

“It was painful and wonderful,
and while remembering him all
over again is a joy, you're also re-
membering he’s lost, and that is a
stab to the heart again,” said the
46-year-old, who lives in Alice,
Texas.

Her memories of Lance Cpl.
Steven Zucroff are “little girl mem-
ories” — she was 11 when her
21-year-old brother was killed in
action in 1968 in Vietnam. “I re-
member he was tall, big, loving. T
felt safe with him.”

For years, there has been a cot-
tage industry in Vietnam manufac-
turing G.I. dog tags, Greer said.

“They’re usually sold to Ameri-
can tourists with the pitch that
“We found these, and perhaps
youd want to find their owners or
their families back in the U.S.,
he said. “These things are easy to
duplicate, because when Ameri-
can forces pulled out in the 1970s,
they often tossed dog tag stamping
machines on the trash dumps. The
blank metal was also tossed, or the
enterprising Vietnamese “crafts-
man could easily use metal of his
own.

Hansen maintains that the near-
1y 1,000 tags she has are authentic.
Her collection has grown because
a man read about her project in
the media and gave her some 300
he had, and she picks some up
here and there in her travels.
None are duplicates, she said, and
no one has disputed the authentici-
ty of the 310 she has returned.

“I asked DOD for help and their
first response was, ‘They’re all
fake, stop doing this,’ ¥ Hansen
said. “Then they turned around
and in the same conversation
asked me to box them up and send
them and they would get all the
tags to the family. I told them it
has taken 30 years. If they haven’t
done it by now, they're not going
to doit.

Of the 27 million men and
women in the U.S. military who
served in the designated war zone,
1,854 remain missing, Greer said,
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial
wall in Washington lists the names
of 58,178 Veterans who died or
who remain missing.

“To date, in the nearly 30 years
we've been investigating these re-
ports, no one dog tag brought back
by any tourist has been useful in
determining the fate of a missing
American,” Greer said. “Most of
those tags are not real. What we do
Kknow is real the pain this little ex-
change generates among the fami-
lies.”

andra Jontz
Jomzs@am pes osdrmi

Auditions to be held in Rota for
roles in ‘Deuce Bigalow’ sequel

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain
— Think you ought to be in pic-
tures? Or, perhaps, your son? Well,
here’s your chance.

Producers for the upcoming
film “Deuce Bigalow 2: European
Gigolo” are looking for a pair of
8-year-old boys to play a small
part in the sequel, and they will be
in Rota looking for budding stars.
The movie also is looking for ex-
tras to play the part of a surfer
dude and a TV reporter.

Casting Marbella, an agency
based in southern Spdm will hold
a casting call at Hotel Playa de la
Luz on Monday between 1 and 6
p.m., agency owner Marianne Nils-
en said. The hotel is about two
miles from the naval station’s
main gate.

“They’re looking for a kld who
can really do the part” Nilsen
said. “They will open and close the
film.”

The beginning and end of the
movie is set in Malibu, Calif., but
will be shot on the shores of south-
ern Spain. Most of the film is in
Amsterdam, where comedian and
“Saturday Night Live” alum Rob
Schneider is filming this month.

Casting directors are looking for
two bays, one white and one black,
around 8 years old who have an
American accent, Nilsen said. The
role of the reporter should
have that “CNN kind of look,” she
added.

The movie begins with the two
boys coming up to Deuce Bigalow,
played by Schneider, on the
beach. They ask him about a new
shark repellent device that Biga-
low has developed since retiring

from his job as a “man-whore.” In
the script, Bigalow tells the boys
he is now a “fish enthusiast.”

In the sequel to 1999 flick,
“Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo,”
Schneider’s character travels to
Amsterdam, where the former
fish tank cleaner finds himself
forced into the male prostitute
business.

The second movie, scheduled to
be released next year, is expected
to have the same crude jokes that
made the first movie a hit. The
first Deuce was rated “R.”

Filming in southern Spain is set
to begm later this month.

e thrill of being in a
movle mlght be worth landing the
part, extras also will make be-
tween 500 and 1,000 euros for
about two days’ work, Nilsen said.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Touchstone Pictures

Rob Schneider stars in 1999’s “Deuce Biglaow: Male Gigolo.” Produc-

ers filming “Deuce Bigalow 2: European Gigolo”

ill be in Rota, Spain,

on Monday searching for extras for the sequel. They are looking for two
boys around 8 years old, and extras to play a surfer and a TV reporter.
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Reserve pay problems eased, official says

ystemic pay problems that

added to the hassle of mo-

bilization for tens of thou-

sand of Army Reserve and
National Guard members since
9/11 have largely been corrected
and should not hit the next rota-
tion of reserve forces into Iraq
and Afghanistan, says a senior de-
fense pay official.

Patrick T. Shine, director of mil-
itary and civilian pay services for
the Defense Finance and Account-
ing Service in Indianapolis, says
the Army and DFAS have worked
to end staffing shortages and pro-

Very few received combat-zone
tax exemptions on time.

Shine, in a phone interview,
said GAO correctly categorized
three types of pay problems, in-
volving staffing, processes and an
obsolete pay system. The first two
have been addressed, he said.
The third, replacing what Shine
described as “a 1969-vintage
COBAL software program” will
take longer, until next March, to
install even a temporary fix.

But Shine said real improve-
ments in finance administration
and pay processes — within units,

cessing errors that
auditors found to be widespread
and harmful to morale.

The Government Accountabili-
ty Office, in separate reports in
November and July, found that
more than 90 percent of soldiers
in activated Army Guard and Re-
serve units they studied had expe-
rienced significant pay problems,
mostly overpayments but also un-
derpayments and delays.

GAO said the errors “often had
a profound adverse impact on in-
dividual soldiers and their fami-
lies” and were not easy to correct,
hanging over some reservists for
more than a year.

Many soldiers said they had
spent a considerable amount of
their time while deployed, in re-
mote and hostile environments,
seeking help to understand their
pay and trying to correct errors.

at an

tion sites, and at DFAS — com-
bined with other safeguards to en-
sure accuracy, should make the
delay in overall pay system re-
form invisible to deploying forc-

He wants troops to know, he
said, “that at the home station, at
the mobilization site and when
they’re in-country, they are going
to find trained finance people all
along the way,” Shine said.

GAO said reserve pay process-
es and controls for activated uni
were “inherently flawed.” It criti-
cized alack of accountability over
soldiers and their pay at almost
every turn during mobilization.
Sloppy procedures in document-
ing whether soldiers were still
overseas resulted in numerous
overpayments, particularly of
hardship duty pay, GAO said.

MILITARY
__UPDATE

Tom Philpott

The current Defense Joint Mili-
tary Pay System (DJMS) actually
is two systems, one for ac-
tive-duty members and one for re-
serves. The reserve system,
Shine said, “was designed just to
pay people for weekend drills
once a month and two weeks ac-
tive-duty-for-training  once a
year.” It can be used to pay acti-
vated forces, Shine said, but “it re-
quires more manual interven-
tion” which raises the risk of er-
rors.

Errors blossomed during early
troop rotations into Afghanistan
and Iraq in part because few re-
serve units arrived with finance
teams trained to work their cum-
bersome pay system. Pay prob-
lems weren't prevalent for re-
serve forces sent to Bosnia and
Kosovo because the Army used
only two mobilization sites, both
appropriately staffed. For Iraq, it
needed 26 sites and didn’t have
enough reserve pay experts to
support them all.

The long-term solution is the
Defense Integrated  Military
Human Resource System, which

will combine into a single net-
work all military pay and person-
nel systems, active and reserve.
‘With that system still years away,
DFAS and the services came up
with an interim replacement for
DJMS, enough to move to a com-
bined active and reserve pay sys-
tem. Called the Forward Compati-
ble Payroll System, it will be im-
plemented in phases, starting
with Army Reserve components
next spring.

The third force rotation for
Traq will occur this fall, too soon
to benefit from a new payroll sys-
tem. But Shine said mobilized
units should see few pay prob-
lems because of more and better
trained finance teams and great-
er care in verifying pay accuracy
at every stage of mobilization.

DFAS also recently automated
hazardous duty pay entries for ac-
tivated personnel. This change
alone will lower by 85 percent the
number of manual pay transac-
tions needed, saving the Army
“hundreds of thousands inputs,”
Shine said.

Finally, rigid processes are in
place to track Reserve and Guard
members as they move in and out
of combat zones, which trigger
sharp changes in pay, a source of
many earlier pay errors. DFAS is
set to verify such pay changes,

Since last November, when
GAO issued its first report on
widespread pay problems in the
Army National Guard, DFAS
worked with the Navy, Air Force
and Marines to verify the accura-
cy of pay for activated personnel.
Some problems were uncovered
but not near the scale of Army dif-
ficulties.

Shine advises all servicemem-
bers to review leave and earnings
statements routinely. If they find
an irregularity, they should seek
clarification through the chain of
command.

If a pay problem persists,
Army Reserve and National
Guard members have a new op-
tion, mandated by Congress in
the wake of the GAO reports.
They or family members with
powers of attorney can contact a
pay ombudsman. The hot line for
Army National Guard units is
(877) 276-4729. Army reservists
with persistent pay problems can
call (608) 388-6466 or DSN
280-6466.

“I feel confident,” said Shine,
“that soldiers in OIF-3 [Operation
Traqi Freedom Three] will deploy
under a completely different set
of financial support circumstanc-
es than their predecessors did in
OIF-1 and 2.”

and will follow up with
checks of payroll data against
travel manifests collected by de-
ployed theater finance offices.
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A panoramic view of David Glasgow Farragut Elementary School at Naval Station Rota, Spain. The base in southern Spain will open its new, $16.5 million elementary school Tuesday.

State-of-the-art school set to open in Rota

Connie Thompson, a first-grade teacher, prepares a bulletin board for
the first day of school at Naval Station Rota, Spain.

Technology abounds as students ready
to enter $16.5M Farragut Elementary

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — The “media center” —
what older people might call a li-
brary — has more than two-dozen

i e hun-

campus is likely to wow many par-
ents who grew up on chalk black-
boards and ditto paper.

“I’s beautiful,” Principal Gary
Edsall said, sitting in a consider-
ably larger ‘office than his old one.
“The kids are really excited. The

dreds of neatly stacked books.

Carpeted classrooms are wired
for Internet and have wall-mount-
ed satellite TVs. And rubberized
playgrounds — when they are fin-
ished — will make recess both
fun and safe.

No, this is not your mother’s ele-
mentary school.

While students across Europe
start this school year with new
teachers and maybe some new
books, elementary students in
Rota are beginning classes in a
new, $16.5 million school. The

Ribbon officially cut on
new Lakenheath Middle

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF FELTWELL, England —
A school requires more than mor-
tar and brick, attractive class-
rooms and top-notch technology
to complete its mission, speakers
said Friday a:

Schools in Europe.

She and several other dlgmtar-
ies spoke to a packed gymnasium
of students, teachers and parents
who cheered when the ribbon
was cut by Janet Klinke, the
school principal; Luke Jermy, the
school’s student council presi-

dent; and Joseph

Lakenheath Mid- Tafoya, _director

glel dSchool‘s new  &é We've got the  ofthe DOD Educa-
uilding was P tion Activity.

opened for the  building. Now The old“;acmw

2004 05 school actually was sever-

together we al buildings, and

¥ The facility will students had to

welcome 707 stu-
dents next week
when the mission
begins to prove
that the $26 mil-
lion needed to
build the school
was not spent in
vain.

“Now the hard work begins,”
said Linda Curtis, superintendent
of the Isles District of Depart-
ment of Defense Dependent

will build its
educational
legacy. ¥

sometimes brave
rain, wind or snow
to move from one
class to another.

. “This is far
Janet Klinke ;o than a build-
principal ing " This is a
school,” said

Klinke.

But she and others cautioned
that a building is not enough. It re-
quires the effort of teachers, staff,
students and parents to turn the

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes
Shannon Rushford, left, and Cass-
ie Cook, members of Girl Scout
Troop 33, present the flag Friday
at a ceremony opening the new
Lakenheath Middle School.

building into a real school.

“We've got the building,”
Klinke said. “Now together we
will build its educational legacy.”

SEE LAKENHEATH ON PAGE 9

is really excited.”
The teachers are thrilled, too.
Getting ready for the upcoming
school year in addition to moving
into a new building has meant
some long hours for teachers and
administrators. But teachers are
eager for the first school bell to
ring at the improved David Glas-
gow Farragut Elementary School.
“It's like double-work this
year,” first-grade teacher Connie
Thompson said. “But it's really
motivating. We're waking up
early just anxious to get here.”
Teacher Beth Peris said the

rooms are state-of-the art and bet-
ter than the old school in just
about every aspect.

“If you look at what we had and
‘what we have now, you can’t com-
pare,” Peris said.

The old school was a network
of buildings that served as wings
for kindergarten through sixth
grade. There were no hallways,
only canopied sidewalks connect-
ing the buildings to the gym and
the cafeteria. The 45-year-old
school had wiring and plumbing
problems and several classrooms
caught on fire two years ago.
Plus, first-graders had to share
the bathrooms with the high
school students.

new two-story _school,
which will greet aboul 500 stu-
dents this year, puts the old
school to shame.

SEE ROTA ON PAGE 9
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DOD plan focuses spending on troops, intel

BY THOMAS E. RICKS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Top Pentagon offi-
cials are considering a new, long-term
strategy that shifts spending and resources
away from large-scale warfare to build
more agile, specialized forces for fighting
guerrilla wars, confronting terrorism and
handling less conventional threats, offi-
cials said Thursday.

The proposal, presented two weeks ago
to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
and others, could carry major implications
for defense spending, eventually moving
some funds away from ships, tanks and
planes and toward troops, elite Special Op-
erations forces and intelligence gathering.
The shift has been building for some time,
but the plan circulating at the Pentagon
would accelerate the changes, analysts
said.

The plan’s working assumption is that
the United States faces almost no serious
conventional threats from traditional,
state-based militaries. Thus, it says, the
United States should accept more risk in

that area to pay more attention to other
threats: terrorism, the type of low-tech
guerrilla fighting confronting troops in
Iraq, and the possibility of dramatic techno-
logical advances by adversaries.

Some of those priorities depend more
heavily on troop strength than high-tech
‘weaponry and could increase the pressure
on the Pentagon to build the size of the
Army and the Marine Corps.

“The lesson learned in [Operation] Iragi
Freedom is that in some areas, we have ca-
pabilities overmatch,” said Christopher
“Ryan” Henry, the principal undersecre-
tary of defense for policy, who wrote and
presented the briefing to Rumsfeld on
Aug. 19. “We can’t see many competitors
that are coming at us in the traditional do-
main.”

“In the business world, this is the equiva-
lent of coming up with a new product in a
new market,” Henry added.

A copy of the slide presentation given to
Rumsfeld was obtained by The Washing-
ton Post, after which officials agreed to dis-
cuss portions of it in interviews.

The documents said Pentagon planning
should emphasize preparing for “cata-
strophic” challenges such as use of weap-
ons of mass destruction “against high-pro-
file targets by terrorists or rogue states.” It
also cited the need to prepare for “irregu-
lar challenges” from other countries or
groups, including terrorism, insurgency
and civil war.

One example of the new thinking urged
in the plan was what it called the “stretch
goal” of being able to invade a country,
Keep 200,000 troops there for five years,
and be able to organize, train and equip a
local military force of 100,000 troops in
just six months.

One senior officer who attended the
mid-August briefing said it was received
warmly by top Pentagon officials. “It gener-
ated intriguing discussion around the table
and a positive endorsement of the concepts
in the end,” he sai

The discussion came as the Pentagon is
gearing up for the major review of overall
strategy that Congress requires every four
years.

By itself, the document’s assessment of

threats confronting the military is not con-
troversial. The recent report of the Sept. 11
commission stated the issue clearly: “Na-
tional security used to be considered by
studying foreign frontiers, weighing oppos-
ing groups of states, and measuring indus-
trial might. To be dangerous, an enemy
had to muster large armies.”

Outside experts on military change and
strategy were skeptical about whether
Rumsfeld would be able to secure sweep-
ing change in philosophy.

“It’s a step in the right direction,” said
Andrew Krepinevich, executive director of
the Center for Strategic and Budgetary As-
sessments, a defense-oriented think tank.
But, he said, the uniformed leadership at
the Pemagon sometimes simply stalls on

radical change until the civili
defense secretary promoting it leaves.

“Rumsfeld has been trying for three
years now to refocus the services on the
new challenges confronting us,” Krepinev-
ich said.

“So far, these efforts have met with little
success. How much more likely is Rums-
feld to succeed this time around when the
military has a major war on its hands?”

Rota: Staff ready
to get started

ROTA, FROM PAGE 8
Rays of sunlight peaking through a line of windows

- |
RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes.

From left, Diane Ohman, superintendent of Department of Defense
Dependent Schools in Europe; Janet Klinke, principal of Lakenheath
Middle School; and Joseph Tafoya, director of the Department of De-
fense Education Activity, check out the new Lakenheath Middle School.

Lakenheath: New $26M
middle school opens

LAKENHEATH, FROM PAGE 8

Prior to the ceremony, Klinke
led a tour of the building for dis-
tinguished visitors, pointing out
the highlights as she ‘went up and
down the halls.

has an interac-

“We worked with the speclahst
in each area to design that area,”
she told her visitors.

Tafoya, who said he has visited
all 221 of the DOD’s schools, told
the audience that the quality of a
student’s education should not be

Eve
tive white board, which acts as a
giant computer screen. And the
energy-efficient lighting dims au-
tomatically on bright days and in-
creases intensity on dark days.

The hallways are wide and the
storage space is a major expan-
sion from the old facility.

From the computer lab to the
music room, Klinke was enthusi-
astic in her description.

on where the sponsor
is stationed.

“Our military kids deserve the
best we can give them,” he said.

Diane Ohman, superintendent
of DODDS-Europe, told the stu-
dents how lucky they are to at-
tend a new school.

“You need to treat it with re-
spect,” she said.
E-mail Ron Jensen at:
E ensen

at the top of the tall ceilings illuminate the wide hall-
ways. All 22 classrooms have at least four Internet
hook-ups, and each has a TV, a sink and a wall full of
extra storage space. Outside the classrooms, there is a
locker for each student.

The gym has a regulation-sized basketball court
and offices for the physical education instructors

“And it’s only for the elementary,” Edsall said,
beaming.

Although the school is ready for students, construc-
tions workers are putting the finishing touches on the
project.

Teachers are working 12- to 13-hour days every day
to make sure they’re ready for classes.

“They’re tired,” Edsall said. “But they will have it
ready.”

Rear Adm. Stanley Bozin, commander of Navy Re-
gion Europe, will join students, teachers, parents and
Spanish Navy guests to celebrate the first day of
school and the opening of the new campus Tuesday.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at: schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Above: Building contractors walk through a hallway
at the new David Glasgow Farragut Elementary
School at Naval Station Rota, Spain. The Navy base
in southern Spain will open its new, $16.5 million
elementary school Tuesday.

Left: A Spanish worker cleans the new rubberized
playground, one of many features of the new school
that students will be looking forward to.
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IN THE STATES

Nominees trade post

Bush tells GOP faithful |
‘safer’ now

U.S., world

BY ToM RAUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — President Bush
pledged “a safer world and a more
hopeful America” as he accepted
his party’s nomination for a second
term and plunged into the final two
months of his re-election cam-
paign. He promptly drew fire Fri-
day from Democratic challenger
John Kerry, who said Bush is
“unfit to lead this country.”

In the city that transformed his
presidency three Septembers ago,
Bush declared to a raucous Repub-
lican convention crowd: “We have
fought the terrorists across the
earth — not for pride, not for
power, but because the lives of our
citizens are at stake. ... We have
led, many have joined, and Ameri-
ca and the world are safer.”

Bush wasted no time in getting
back on the campaign trail, leaving
New York soon after his hourlong
speech Thursday night for Pennsyl-
vania. He spoke at a Friday morn-
ing rally in Moosic; stops later in
the day in Wisconsin and Iowa also
were scheduled.

With the economy figuring heavi-
ly in the campaign, new unemploy-
ment figures out Friday showed
the nation’s jobless rate dipping
slightly to 5.4 percent as the econo-
my added 144,000 jobs in August,
slightly less than economists were
forecasting but still the biggest
gain since May.

“Overall, we've added about 1.7
million jobs since August 2003.
The unemployment rate is down to
54 percent,” Bush said. “That's
nearly a full point below the rate
last summer and below the aver-
age of the 1970s and 1980s and

990s.”

At the Republican convention,
Bush stood a few miles from where
two hijacked planes destroyed the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11,
2001, to make a nationally broad-
cast appeal to Americans for anoth-
er term. “In the last four years, you
and I have come to know each
other. Even when we don't agree,
at least you know what I believe
and where I stand,” he said.

He boasted of first-term accom-
plishments, outlined plans for a
second-term agenda and criticized
Kerry on both domestic and for-
eign policy counts.

“Voters will make a choice
based on the records we have built,
the convictions we hold and the vi-

sion that guides us forward,” Bush
said, standing alone on an elevated
theater-in-the-round platform in
Madison Square Garden.

Bush also unapologetically de-
fended his decision to invade Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

“Because we acted to defend our
country, the murderous regimes of
Saddam Hussein and the Taliban
are history, more than 50 million
people have been liberated, and de-
mocracy is coming to the broader
Middle East,” the president said.

Polls show the nation deeply di-
vided on the wisdom of going to
war with Irag, where violence con-
tinues despite a turnover of control
in June to an Iraqi interim govern-
ment and as the U.S. death toll
there is fast approaching 1,000.

convention harbs

AP

President Bush and first lady Laura Bush greet a crowd Friday in Moosic, Pa. Bush lost Pennsylvania in
2000, so it was his first stop after accepting the Republican Party’s nomination Thursday night in New York.

Kerry: 1st term is
‘record of failure’

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
The Associated Press

NEWARK, Ohio — Democrat
John Kerry cited new government
figures Friday showing fewer jobs
created than expected as another
example of what he called Presi-
dent Bush’s “record of failure.”

“I don’t think this is something
to celebrate. I think it's something
to get to work on,” Kerry said to a
small group gathered at in Mark
and Debbie Bickle’s front yard.

Ohio’s unemployment rate has
been running higher than the na-
tional average since early this
year. Both campaigns have repeat-
edly visited the state in a fierce
fight for its 20 electoral votes.

“The president wants you to
re-elect him. For what?” Kerry
said. “Losing jobs? Building the big-
gest deficit in American history?
Getting us into a war that you
spent $200 billion on when he told
you it would cost you $1 billion?”

Kerry spoke at a midnight rally
in Springfield as Bush closed the
GOP convention in New York with
his acceptance speech. Kerry said
the president was “unfit to lead
this nation” because of the war in
Iraq and his record on jobs, health
care and energy prices.

He also lashed out at Bush and
Vice President Dick Cheney for

Democratic presidential candidate
John Kerry sought to counter GOP
attacks Friday in Springfield, Ohio.

not serving in Vietnam during the
war and for comments made dur-
ing the convention about Kerry’s
fitness to be president.

“I will not have my commitment
to defend this country questioned
by those who refused to serve
when they could have and who mis-
led America into Iraq,” Kerry told
thousands at the rally.

Franks: Bush is “the real thing”

NEW YORK — In a rousing warmup for President
Bush, retired Gen. Tommy Franks on Thursday
called his commander in chief “the real thing,” a man
who has the “courage and consistency” needed to
lead America in the fight against terrorism.

“Citizens and friends, I've been with this president
in tough, uncertain times,” Franks, former command-
er of forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, said at the Repub-
lican National Convention. “George W. Bush is the

real thing. He is the real thing.”

“Terrorists have been killing Americans for more
than two decades,” said Franks. “I am proud that this
president has chosen to make a stand.”

Franks, who grew up in Midland, Texas, has raised
his puhllc profile as he promotes hls just-published
memoirs, “American Soldier.”

More than a dozen other retired generals and admi-
rals also appeared, among them retired Gen. P.X.
Kelley, former U.S. Marine Corps commandant.

From The Associated Press
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Bush tries to refocus campaign

BY RON FOURNIER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — An unpopular
war and 1.1 million lost jobs is
enough to kill a presidency, so
President Bush tried Thursday
night to make the election about
something else: himself and his
leadership style.

“Even when we don't agree,”
he told an anxious and divided na-
tion, “you know what I believe
and where I stand.”

He sought to make a virtue of
his differences with half or more
of the electorate, and cast Demo-
cratic rival John Kerry as an inde-
cisive liberal unfit for wartime
leadership.

“One thing 1 have learned
about the presidency is that what-
ever shortcomings you have, peo-
ple are going to notice them,” the
president said, “and whatever
strengths you have, you're going
to need them.”

Reluctant to admit mistakes,
Bush copped to a few — arrogant,
too blunt and grammatically chal-
lenged — and explained them
away with laugh lines. But he

ANALYS

didn’t give an inch on the matters
that matter most: a war in Iraq
that has cost the lives of nearly
1,000 U.S. troops, and a job-loss
record that rivals Herbert
Hoover.

These two issues are fueling a
sense of unease among voters,
with nearly 60 percent saying the
nation is headed in the wrong di-
rection. Bush’s big challenge was
making Americans feel better
about the course of their nation
and the politics of their president,
a task he tackled with a star-span-
gled political convention near
Ground Zero, site of the nation’s
deadliest attack and a symbol of
his wartime leadership.

Kerry said voters won't buy it.

“If you believe this country is
heading in the right direction, you
should support George Bush,” the
Democrat said from Ohio, the
most bitterly fought state battle-
ground. “But if you believe Ameri-
ca needs to move in a new direc-
tion, join with us.”

Stick with me, Bush said. By a
3-to-1 margin, people think the

wur future shoulc
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war in Iraq increased rather than
decreased the threat of terrorism,
and a solid majority don’t think
Bush has a clear plan for ending
it. He offered none in the speech,
promising to bring troops home
“as soon as possible,” when Iraq
is secure and democratic. Then
he set about suggesting that
Kerry would make a different
choice. The idea is to make peo-
ple afraid to change, even as
they’re craving it.

Standing on a presidential seal,
with a golden eagle’s wings
spreading across a deep blue car-
pet, Bush basked in presidential
gravitas — something a challeng-
er cannot match.

On the domestic front, Bush
said, “We've seen an economy
rise to its feet” and ticked off a
laundry list of small-bore initia-
tives to keep it rising. He prom-
ised more money to train workers
and for community colleges and
more economic zones offering tax
relief to the poorest areas.

He'll simplify the tax code
(who wouldn’t?) and put health
centers in every poor county
(why not?), but he didn’t say how.

Some of the ideas were left-
overs from his first term: health
savings accounts and allowing
workers to privatize parts their
Social Security.

After months of courting con-
servatives, Bush dusted off his
four-year-old  “compassionate
conservative” slogan and a
poll-tested agenda to boot.

Voters will decide if he deliv-
ered, but that may not be the
point. If Bush has his way, the
election won't be about the issues,
but the quality of men pushing
them.

He’s playing to his strength.
Bush’s ratings on personality i
sues such as leadership and lik-
ability are high, even among skep-
tical swing voters.

“Two months from today, vot-
ers will make a choice based on
the records we have built, the con-
victions we hold and the vision
that guides us forward,” the presi-
dent said. “A presidential election
is a contest for the future. Tonight
I will tell you where I stand, what
1 believe, and where I will lead
this country in the next four
years.”

If an anxious nation gives him
the chance.

A protester is escorted off the convention floor on the final night of the
Republican National Convention on Thursday in New York.

Long week ends for
anti-Bush protesters

BY MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A week of ral-
lies, marches and nearly 1,800 ar-
rests left anti-Bush protesters
drained and the city refuting alle-
gations that demonstrators were
held too long in police custody.

Protesters gave the Republi-
cans a mostly mellow send-off
Thursday following days of rowdi-
er demonstrations. A noisy but
nonviolent group gathered out-
side the convention site, and a
candlelight vigil in Union Square
later turned into a late-night
march.

Some protesters spent almost
three days in lockups, and city of-
ficials blamed delays on the sheer
number of arrests. Lawyers for

the protesters alleged that people
were detained to keep them off
the streets during the president’s
speech, a charge the police de-
partment denied.

But all of the protesters — ex-
cept six who were arrested on the
convention floor — were freed by
late Thursday after a Manhattan
judge ordered their release and
imposed a fine of $1,000 for every
protester held past his declared 5
p.m. deadline.

The judge, State Supreme
Court Justice John Cataldo, did
not revisit the issue of the fines
after the protesters had been re-
leased.

City Corporation  Counsel
Michael Cardozo called the fines
unwarranted, and said the city
would consider its legal options
when the fines are assessed.

Families
first in
New York

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — With patrician
mannerisms and that instantly
recognizable  jawline, father
George 41, son George 43 and
some 80 other Bush relatives
were proof this week that politics
is the family business of a large
and far-flung dynasty.

There are fewer Cheneys, but
all of the vice president’s immedi-
ate family was on hand for the Re-
publican convention — even an
8-week-old grandson.

For the big finale Thursday,
three generations of each clan
were onstage as President Bush
and Vice President Dick Cheney
accepted the party nomination.

The tableau was scripted down
to first daughter Jenna Bush’s
teasing references to family disci-
plinarian Ganny, known to
non-Bushes as former first lady
Barbara Bush.

Twins Jenna and Barbara
Bush, 22 and fresh out of college,
represented the full flowering of
Team Bush.

Until now, the twins were seen
rarely and heard never, and strict-
ly off-limits for the press. The
pair had daily campaign events at
the convention, although the re-
views weren’t all good for a gig-
gly stand-up routine introducing
thelr mother in prime time Tues-

U was actually very proud of
my nieces,” Doro Bush Koch,
President Bush’s sister, told The
Associated Press this week. The
twins “really just want to be
young girls, be with their friends
and move on with their lives, but
because they love their mother so
much they stood up.”

Doro and Barbara Bush the
elder made the rounds of Republi-
can women’s events, press inter-
views and other appearances this
week, as did Lynne and daughter
Liz Cheney. Less visible but here
nonetheless were the president’s
brothers Neil and Marvin and
their wives.

With all that love in the air, the
few missing faces stood out.

Mary Cheney, the vice presi-
dent’s lesbian daughter, did not
join her sister and the rest of her
family in the hall Thursday night.

On Wednesday night, Mary
had sat beside her lesbian part-
ner in the family box to hear her
father’s acceptance speech, but
did not appear with the rest of the
family afterward for smiles and
waves on stage.

They gay couple simply left
after the speech, and it was not
clear whether they jumped out of
the more visible onstage family
picture or they were pushed.

Also absent this week was Flori-
da Gov. Jeb Bush, who may have
stayed away to avoid stoking ru-
mors of a presidential run in
2008. The Bush campaign said
Jeb needed to tend to the after-
math of Hurricane Charley.

Even if Jeb had been here, he
probably would have returned to

Florida before his brother’s ac-
ceptance speech Thursday. Hurri-
cane Frances is expected to hit
Florida on Saturday and Jeb
Bush has called out the National
Guard.
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Weaker Frances still dangerous for Fla.

Navy evacuates Jacksonville

Hurricane Frances approaches Florida’s coast as shown in a satellite image taken Friday morning.

2.5 million people told to evacuate as storm nears

BY BRENDAN FARRINGTON
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Fla. — Florida residents and tour-
ists fled the Atlantic coast by the thousands Friday
as Hurricane Frances — weakened but still danger-
ous — wobbled toward the state.

Winds and waves started picking up along the
shore by midday.

The storm’s core was expected to hit somewhere
on the Florida coast on Saturday afternoon or
evening, hours later than had been predicted. It
would be the state’s second pummeling by a major
hurricane in three weeks, and an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion people were told to evacuate.

Moving through the Bahamas on Friday, Frances
weakened but remained a strong Category 3 storm,
with 115 mph winds at late morning, down from 120
mph earlier in the day and 145 mph Thursday.

But forecasters said they couldn’t rule out its
strengthening again before striking Florida. And
they said it still could push ashore waves up to 10
feet high and dump 10 to 20 inches of rain, meaning
deadly flooding was possible in a state with hun-
dreds of miles of coastline.

Gov. Jeb Bush said Friday that he hoped people
weren’t comforted by the lower wind speed. “The
storm is very unpredictable,” he warned. “... We still
don’t know exactly where landfall will be.

At 11 am. EDT, the hurricane was over the Baha-
mas, centered about 220 miles east-southeast of
West Palm Beach, and was moving northwest near 9
mph. Hurricane-force winds extended up to 85
miles from its center.

The delayed arrival allowed more time for prepa-
rations but frayed nerves, as well.

With its imposing size — a cloud cover about as
big as Texas — and slow movement, Frances had
devastating potential even if its winds don’t regain
their former speed. The slower the storm moves, the
longer its winds and rain could linger, forecasters
said.

Three weeks ago, on Aug. 13, Hurricane Charley
struck Florida’s southwestern coast and tore across
the state. With sustained winds of 145 mph, it
caused billions of dollars in damage to homes,
knocked out power to hundreds of thousands and
killed 27 people.

Two major hurricanes — defined as having sus-
tained winds of at least 111 mph — have not struck
Florida so close together since 1950.

In the Bahamas, fearful residents in the biggest
cities boarded their homes, then hunkered down in-
side or fled to shelters.

For Florida, the hurricane warning covered most
of the state’s eastern coast, from Florida City, near
the state’s southern tip, to Flagler Beach, north of
Daytona Beach, and a watch was added to Fernandi-
na Beach, at the Georgia line.

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Navy began evacuat-
ing personnel and repositioning
much of its aircraft from Naval
Air Station Jacksonville as Hurri-
cane Frances barreled toward the
Florida coast, the second major
storm to threaten the state in
three weeks.

Navy officials started the evacu-
ation late Thursday, repositioning
P-3 Orion aircraft from NAS Jack-
sonville and flying them to Fort
Worth, Texas; Norfolk, Va; and
McConnell Air Force base in Kan-
sas, according toa press release.

e type of aircraft deter-
minen wiiove they go, and these
are existing agreements we have
with the various bases,” NAS

i Bill

Also, two logistics transporter
C-40 Clipper, the military version
of the large Boeing 737, left for
Dallas and Norfolk, with a third
flying to Rota, Spain, though that
aircraft was making its normal
run overseas, Dougherty said.

On the opposite side of the pen-
insula, Central Command and
MacDill Air Force base also were
taking precautionary measures,
though there were no plans to
evacuate the base as officials had
done three weeks ago when Hurri-
cane Charley hit. Charley missed
the base, making landfall further
south than predicted.

“Our preparation procedures
are better refined from the recent
practice we learned from Charley
and we have a better collective ap-
of the power of a hurri-

Dougherty said. “Our goal is put
them in a location that is away
from the severe weather.”

The base’s S-3 Vikings left Fri-
day for Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio; and Naval Air
Station North Island, Calif. The
SH-60 Sea Hawk helicopters left
Friday for Maxwell Air Force
Base, Ala.; Norfolk and Naval Air
Station Pensacola, Fla.

cane,” said Central Command
spokesman Mal. Matt MeLaugh-
in.

“People are taking it very seri-
ously, especially in light of the
tragic loss of life in central Flori-
da three weeks ago.”

Hurricane Charley killed 27
people.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

Ga. residents stock up in case hurricane strikes

TYBEE ISLAND, Ga. — With Hurricane Frances too close and
too powerful to ignore, residents of coastal Georgia — where no
major hurricane has hit in more than a cent
bets, stocking up on supplies and booking inland hotel rooms.

Gov. Sonny Perdue ordered a pre-emptive state of emergency
throughout Georgia. The 100-mile coastline remained a possible tar-
get for the hurricane should it veer from its forecast path into Flori-
da, where massive evacuations were already under way. Even if it
makes landfall in Florida, however, its trek was expected to bring
rain to the Southeast by Tuesday.

No evacuations had been ordered by midmorning Friday.

In the meantime, the state focused on handling the influx of Flo-
ridians. Interstate 75 resembled a parking lot at the Florida line,
and state troopers planned to reroute some traffic onto a state high-
way. Along the coast, I-95 was moving more steadily but was still
heavy, and most area rest stops were full. Officers were telling mo-
torists asleep in their cars alongside the highway to move along,
State Patrol dispatcher Renee Easterling said. Even before dawn,
gas stations in Brunswick were packed, she said.

— hedged their

From The Associated Press

Former President Clinton enters

hospital for heart bypass surgery

By ToM HAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton will undergo
heart bypass surgery after com-
plaining of mild chest pain and
shortness of breath, his office
said Friday.

Clinton was being admitted to
New York Presbyterian Hospi-
tal-Columbia, a statement said.
He had seen a doctor first on
Thursday, and additional tests Fri-
day revealed the need for the sur-
gery, it said.

Clinton canceled a two-day
joint trip with his wife, Sen. Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton, across up-
state New York.

The senator and the couple’s

daughter, Chelsea, will be with
the former president in New York
City, the statement said.

Clinton, 58, had a cancerous
growth removed from his back
shortly after leaving office in
early 2001. It turned out to be
basal cell carcinoma, the most
treatable form of skin cancer. In
1996, he had had a precancerous
lesion removed from his nose and
a year before that had a benign
cyst taken off his chest.

In Little Rock, Arkansas, Clin-
ton’s  mother-in-law, Dorothy
Rodham, said Clinton had called
her to tell her about his chest
pains. “He sounded wonderful as
usual and very upbeat as he al-
ways is,” she said. “Ijust told him
how much I love him.”

An angiogram given to Clinton
revealed “significant blockage,”
said a Democratic official, who
had discussed the condition with
the former president’s staff. It did
not appear that Clinton suffered a
heart attack, the source said on
condition of anonymity.

The statement by Clinton’s of-
fice said the former president
“went to Northern Westchester
Hospital yesterday afternoon
after experiencing mild chest
pain and shortness of breath. Ini-
tial testing was normal and he
spent the night at home in nearby
Chappaqua, New York. After un-
dergoing additional testing this
morning at Westchester Medical
Center, doctors advised he should
undergo bypass surgery.”

trom um- e Germany
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IN THE WORLD

Russians storm school held by rebels

Death toll rises to more than 200, officials say

BY MIKE ECKEL
The Associated Press

BESLAN, Russia — Comman-
dos stormed a school Friday in
southern Russia and battled sepa-
ratist rebels holding hundreds of
hostages, as crying children, some
naked and covered in blood, fled
through explosions and gunfire.
Estimates of the number of dead
were as high as 200.

The hostage-takers, who had
been demanding independence
for Chechnya, fled the assault,
took refuge in a nearby house and
a basement in the school com-
pound and traded fire with securi-
ty forces. After about 12 hours, the
Russian government said resis-
tance had ended, though four oth-
ers were still being sought.

Twenty militants were killed, in-
cluding 10 Arabs, officials said,
and there were reports of three ar-
rested.

Lines of dead children and

adults could be seen lying on
stretchers, covered with white
sheets. Grieving parents and loved
ones knelt beside the dead.

Bodies of children also were
laid out under a grove of trees
near a hospital awaiting identifica-
tion. Nearby anxious crowds gath-
ered around lists of injured posted
on the walls of the hospital build-
ings.

The Arab presence among the
attackers would support President
Vladimir Putin’s contention that
al-Qaida terrorists were involved
in the Chechen conflict, where
Muslim fighters have been bat-
tling Russian forces in a brutal
war of independence on and off
since the early 1990s.

Security  sources  accused
al-Qaida of financing the takeover
of the school and said Chechen
warlord Shamil Basayev master-
minded the raid, the ITAR-Tass
new agency reported. The report
also said an alleged al-Qaida opera-

tive, Abu Omar as-Saif, coordinat-
ed the financing of the attack.

Officials at the crisis headquar-
ters said 95 victims have been
identified so far. Health Ministry
officials said the total death toll
was more than 200, the Interfax
news agency reported.

Emergency Situations Ministry
officials said 704 people were hos-
pitalized, many badly burned.

Officials said security forces
had not planned to assault the
school, where the militants had
been holding hostages — up to
1,500 of them, according to one
freed captive — in the gymnasium
since Wednesday morning. But
the troops’ hand was forced when
the militants set off explosions and
began shooting Friday afternoon,
officials said.

A police explosives expert told
NTV television that the comman-
dos stormed the building after
bombs wired to basketball hoops
exploded in the gymnasium. A cap-

World leaders react to Russia crisis

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

PARIS — World leaders ex-
pressed horror over the bloody cl
max of Russia’s hostage crisis Fri-
day, saying the barbaric attack on
school children showed terrorists
have sunk to new lows, and some
experts warned that Russia’s
Chechnya conflict was becoming
the next crossroads of internation-
al terrorism.

Messages of solidarity and
shock poured in from capitals
worldwide.

“We have been confronted with
a deep human tragedy,” said
Dutch Foreign Minister Ben Bot,
speaking on behalf of the Europe-
an Union.

As images of wailing mothers
outside the school in Beslan, Rus-

sia were beamed around the
world, and bloodied figures were
seen wheeled away on stretchers,
many decried the violence as hei-
nous new territory for terrorists.

“This is a new dimension of ter-
rorism,” said German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder.

ere are no reasons imagin-
able that could Justlfy taking chil-
dren, toddlers, babies and their
mothers hoslages," said German
Foreign Minister Joschka Fis-
cher.

U.S. President George W. Bush
called the siege “another grim re-
minder of the length to which ter-
rorists will go to threaten this civi-
lized world.”

The European Union directed
veiled criticism at Russia’s han-
dling of the crisis, saying it regret-
ted the violence and bloodshed.

However, the 25-nation bloc un-
derstood that Russian authorities
had few options, Bot said. He said
the tragedy highlighted the need
for Russia to end the long-stand-
ing conflict in Chechnya and that
the EU would continue to push for
a peaceful resolution to the fight-

Swedish Prime Minister Goe-
ran Persson said the “evil deed”
of targeting children would bring
the i to-

Aman carries an init

ed child who escaped from a seized school in

North Ossetia, Russia, on Friday. Commandos on Friday stormed the
school, where hundreds of hostages had been held for three days.
More than 700 people were wounded in the assault.

tive who escaped the school told
NTV television that a suicide
bomber blew herself up.

Troops were engaged in “fierce
fighting” for hours with militants,
who still held some hostages, said
Valery Andreyev, the regional Fed-
eral Security Service chief. Three
militants reponedly barricaded

gether.

me the Middle East, several
leaders cabled Putin to convey
condolences and denounce the
hostage-takers.

Lebanese  President Emile
Lahoud said Beirut “denounces
all forms of terror, especially that
which threatens the lives of chil-
dren and innocents.”

in the basement.

Soon after nightfall, a large ex-
plosion issued from the school,
and officials at the crisis opera-
tions center said later that resis-
tance was over. They said four mil-
itants remained at large, but it was
not clear if they held any more hos-
tages. Channel One TV reported
three militants were arrested after
trying to escape in civilian dress.

A hostage who escaped told As-
sociated Press Television News
that the militants numbered 28, in-
cluding women wearing camou-
flage uniforms. The hostage, who
identified himself only as Teimu-
raz, said the militants began wir-
ing the school with explosives as
soon as they took control. He said
they had placed bombs on both
basketball hoops in the gym.

The militants stormed the
school in Beslan on Wednesday
morning and kept the hundreds of
children along with parents who
had been bringing them for the
first day of school and other adults
in the sweltering gymnasium, re-
fusing to allow deliveries of food
and water.

Libya, Germany sign disco bombing settlement

BY KHALED AL-DEEB

The Associated Press

TRIPOLI, Libya — Libya signed an agree-
‘ment to pay $35 million in compensation for
non-U.S. victims in the 1986 bombing of
disco in Berlin, the latest step in Libya’s at-
tempts to put its international pariah status
behind it.

‘The money will be distributed among 168
claimants: Germans who were wounded or
suffered psychological damage and family
of a Turkish woman killed in the blast. The
April 5, 1986 bombing of the La Belle disco-
theque in west Berlin also killed two U.S. ser-
vicemen and wounded at total of 230 people.

Lawyers are seeking separate compensa-
tion in U.S. courts for American victims.

An executive of a foundation run by Liby-
an leader Moammar Gadhafi’s son signed
the agreement with German lawyers repre-
senting the families of the victims.

“The negotiations were very hard but we
‘managed to overcome all the obstacles,” Ali
Abdel Salam, the executive manager of the
ion, said a a news

nounced in mid-August, the German govern-
ment said that it hoped to improve relations
with Libya and that Chancellor Gerhard
‘would visit soon.

Libya
following the signing,

After the disco bombing, then-U.S. Presi-
dent

oachim . Ronald
Ehng, &k The negotiations were very hard Reagan
ordered
four Ger- but we managed to overcome all US. air-
man law- . strikes
yers who the obstacles. ¥y on the cit-
sat at the Ali Abdel Salam, executive manager of Libyan foundation  1es of Tri-
negotiat- poli and
ing table Beng-

with the Libyans, said through a translator,
“This is a happy day for the victims who
were waiting all those years to get their com-
pensation.”

The compensation will be paid within six
months.

After the compensation deal was first an-

hazi, citing evidence that Libya was in-
volved. Libya says 41 people died and 226
were injured in the strikes.

A Berlin court ruled in 2001 that the bomb-
ing was organized by the Libyan secret ser-
vice and aided by the Libyan Embassy in
then-communist East Berlin. It convicted

four people of carrying out the bombing.

While the Gadhafi International Associa-
tion for Charitable Organizations, headed by
Gadhafi’s son Seif el-Islam, is not formally
part of the government, it clearly acts on the
government’s behalf.

Earlier this year, the foundation signed a
$170 million compensation accord with fami-
lies of the 170 people who died in the 1989
‘bombing of a French jetliner.

Libyan also has acknowledged responsibil-
ity and agreed to pay compensation for the
‘bombing of a Pan Am airliner over Locker-
bie, Scotland, in 1988 that killed 270 people.
And it has agreed to dismantle its programs
for weapons of mass destruction and allow
UN., American and British inspectors to
visit the facilities.

The United States announced in June it
was resuming direct diplomatic ties with
Libya.
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PHOTOS BY THE (MEMPHI

TENN.) COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Left: Lillian Landrigan, right, fills a cavity in Doug Stewart’s tooth with the help of assistant Star Mathews at the Petro Truck Stop Plaza. Landrigan had a practice in nearby Germantown,

Tenn., and did a six-month sti

Iraq before opening the truck-stop practi

e.
Right: Truck driver Robert Kuffler of Louisiana returns to his rig after an emergency tooth extraction by Landrigan at the Petro Truck Stop Plaza.

Back from Iraq, dentist opens shop at truck stop

BY MARIA BURNHAM

The (Memphis, Tenn.)
Commercial Appeal

MEMPHIS — Dave McIntosh
pulled his rig into the Petro truck
stop and saw a sign he’d been ach-
ing to see for a long time: “Den-
tist.”

The dentist is Lillian Landrigan,
and she opened her truck-stop den-
tistry about six weeks ago. Her
hours are officially 10 am. to 5
p.m,, but if she’s needed she will
rush from her home after hours
and on weekends.

“For us, that’s very convenient,”
said Knoxville-based MclIntosh,
who has had a couple of teeth
pulled and a partial reconstructed.

“That’s a real handy thing, that
you can have someone you can go
to any time during the day.

“When you find out you're head-
ed her way, you can give her a call
and she fits you in. She works with
us instead of trying to make us
work her way, and that makes a
big difference.”

Opening a dental office that ca-
ters to truck drivers meant chang-

ing the traditional way such offices
operate, Landrigan said.

Her schedule had to be more
flexible, and the old system of an
examination one visit and treat-
ment the next had to be thrown
out

it.

She also had to throw out the
gas. Rendering a driver uncon-
scious for a procedure and then
sending him off in a tractor-trailer
is generally not a good idea, she
s

This is Landrigan’s second prac-
tice. She had an office in the area
for more than a decade. But in

1999 she decided to join the Army
full time, after serving in the Re-
serve for 14 years.

She served as a dentist for the
Army and was sent to Iraq at the
end of last year.

After returning, she opened the
truck-stop location.

“I think it's a good business
plan,” Landrigan said. “Most truck-
ers have excellent dental plans but
are unable to take advantage of
them because they are unable to
stay at home.”

Her two-person operation (she
has one employee, Star Mathews)
and new technology means she is

But even with her small office
and time-saving equipment, she
doesn’t expect to start seeing sig-
nificant profits for five to six years.
Still, she is encouraged by the
amount of walk-in traffic and regu-
lar customers she’s seeing.

Her clients are mostly truckers,
but Landrigan said some of her old
patients have followed her.

She also is seeing a good num-
ber of local residents and those in
the service industry who, like
truckers, find it difficult to visit
dentists with traditional practices.

“I believe in this,” Landrigan
said. “I hope it’s going to work.”

Most of her patients have not re-
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Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 70s, Sunday lows are in the
lower 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers in Ireland. Partly cloudy
in the United Kingdom. Highs in the
upper 60s to lower 80, Sunday lows
in the mid to upper 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower to mid 70s,
Sunday lows in the mid 50s.

France: Sunny to partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 70s to upper 80s,
Sunday lows in the low 505 to upper
60s.

Northern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 80s, Sunday lows
in the lower 50s.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers in the
south. Highs in the mid 70s to lower
80s, Sunday lows in the upper 40s to
mid'50s.

Hungary: Sunny. Highs in the lower
80s, Sunday lows in the lower 50s.

Northern Italy: Mostly to party
cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s to mid
80s, Sunday lows in the upper 50s to
mid 60s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 80s, Sunday lows in the mid to
upper 60s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 70s, Sunday lows in the upper
50s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid to upper 60s, Sunday lows in the
lower to mid 50s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly to mostly
cloudy with rainshowers and thun-
derstorms in central Spain and
Portugal. Highs in the upper 70s to
upper 80s, Sunday lows in the lower
60s to lower 70s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ersin the north. Partly cloudy else-
where. Highs in the lower 80s to
lower 90s, Sunday lows in the mid
60s to lower 70s.
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Bad air affects work

DURHAM — Prelimi-

nary results from a
University of New Hamp-
shire study show a link be-
tween declining worker pro-
ductivity and poor air quali-
ty. Researchers are survey-
ing 500 workers at area
hospitals and businesses
once a week all summer
about their health
and how much time
they've spent outside. Most of
New Hampshire’s poor air days
fall in the summer.

Flashing out wolves

ACKSON Bright
ights and firecrack-
er-like shotgun blasts are deter-
ring wolves from further attacks
on cattle in Grand Teton National
Park, officials said. Ranchers
haven’t reported any destroyed
animals since wolves Kkilled a
400-pound calf Aug. 10.

Federal wildlife agents sta-
tioned near the herd began shin-
ing lights and exploding firecrack-
er shells to chase wolves away.

Top choice for college

CHATTANOOGA

More high school students
listed Tennessee colleges and uni-
versities as their top choice on the
ACT college entrance exam this
year, largely because of lottery
scholarships, educators said. Al-
though the number of students
who took the ACT decreased this
year, nearly 90 percent of the
state’s high school students still
took the exam.

No copying in court

PHILADELPHIA — They

try to drill it into you in ele-
mentary school: No copying other
people’s homework. But apparent-
ly a federal judge in western
Pennsylvania didn’t get the mes-
sage.

A federal appeals court on Tues-
day tossed out a ruling issued last
year by US. District Judge
Arthur J. Schwab after ruling
that the judge had copied his opin-
ion, nearly word-for-word, from a
memorandum written by one of
the attorneys in the case.

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals said Schwab made only
two substantive changes to the
‘memo, other than minor changes
for grammar and style, then
signed it as his own opinion.

In doing so, the court said,
Schwab failed to show that he put
the necessary thought and juris-
prudence into the ruling.

Home demolished

CUMMING — Three gen-

erations of James Wheel-
er’s family were sheltered by a
farmhouse built by his grandfa-
ther about 80 years ago.

Now, there’s only red dirt,
weeds and scattered debris
where the farmhouse once stood
because a bulldozer accidentally
razed the house for a new subdivi-
sion.

Dallas-based Centex Homes
moved or demolished about 10
structures on the 83 acres around
Wheeler’s 22-acre plot to make

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

room for about 335 homes.

The sheriff’s office investigat-
ed, decided it was an accident
and, therefore, a civil matter.

turned to town last
p week to find long-

er drinking hours

@~ atarea bars.

7 N

) Lexington  bar
hours were extended
Aug. 1 from 1 am. to

. 2:30 am.

Students praised the
change, but school admin-
istrators and police ex-
pressed caution. The uni-
versity remains a dry cam-

“ pus, and there isn’t an
off-campus drinking policy, a
school official said.

Laptops for students

BOSTON — Three state

colleges are requiring
new students to own laptop com-
puters this fall under an initiative
that will spread to other schools
in coming years.

Tax fraud i

ST. LOUIS — Donald W.
Sanders, a former Missou-
ri Eastern Correctional Center in-
mate, was indicted for preparing
and filing false income tax refund
claims. Authorities say Sanders,
46, used correction fluid and a
copy machine to create fake tax
refund claims for himself and
other inmates in 2002 while serv-
ing time.
The refunds ranged from $454
to $1,867.52.

Native artifacts found

RAPID CITY — Crews

doing a survey for a high-
way project south of Rapid City
found an archaeological site that
experts say provides a unique
glimpse into the lives of early peo-
ple. Experts say the artifacts are
between 10,000 and 12,000 years
old. Archaeologist Jim Donohue
said deeply buried campsites
such as the one found by the sur-
vey crew are much less common.

Bar hours extended

LEXINGTON — Universi-
ty of Kentucky students re-

First time at the fair

Xue Xiong and his wife, Mai Yia

Thao, ride one of the water rides
in the Midway at State Fair in St.
Paul, Minn. The Xiongs recently
arrived from Thailand and this is
their first fair. Son Chai Xiong is
hiding behind them on the ride.

The requi applies to
first-year students this fall at
Bridgewater, Framingham and
Worcester state colleges. The
rule will be extended next fall to
Salem State College and Massa-
chusetts College of Liberal Arts,
and then in 2006 to Westfield
State and Fitchburg State.

The rule does not apply to the
University of Massachusetts sys-
tem, and community colleges.

The colleges have a deal with
Dell Inc. to offer packages includ-
ing laptops, software and warran-
ties to students for discounted
prices of around $1,200.

Radio host assaulted

SEATTLE — Police iden-

tified two people they be-
lieve were involved in an assault
on radio personality Tom Leykis
and detained one of them but re-
leased him without filing charges.
Authorities were seeking a sec-
ond person.

A 28-year-old Seattle man was
taken into custody and released
without being charged, police
said, adding that the case re-
mained under investigation.

Leykis, 48, based in Los Ange-
les and known for belittling call-
ers, urging women to bare their
breasts and other on-the-air flam-
boyance, was in town for a broad-
cast when he was knocked to the
ground Aug. 23 outside a night
spot, according to police reports.

Man can’t send ‘spam’

PROVIDENCE — A judge

granted Verizon Wireless a
permanent injunction against a
Rhode Island man accused of
sending millions of unsolicited
text-message advertisements to
cell phone customers in four
states.

The injunction in federal court
in Trenton, N.J, bans Jacob
Brown from sending any more
“spam” text messages. Verizon
sued Brown in June after identify-
ing him as the leader of a ring
that sent the messages.

The messages were sent over
the last several months to cell
users in California, New Jersey,
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

They advertised mortgage
loans, products for losing weight,
even adult Web sites.

Verizon had sought at least
$150,000 in damages, but none
were awarded.
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3 3 Andrew Witkowski of Peoria, lll., takes to the
Blg SWlnger air on a swing set while listening to music on
his iPod at Bradley Park in Peoria.

Firefighters with 14 fire units from
three departments battle a blaze
that engulfs a log cabin in Garden Valley, Texas. There were no reports
of injuries; however, the home was a complete loss.

House lost in fire
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Corn harvest

1.7 million bushels of high moisture corn that will be fed to their cattle.

BJ Schaltenbrand takes
advantage of the final days of
summer as he waterskis a slalom course on the Allegheny River near
Brackenridge, Pa.

Final days of summer

Soccer by sunset

Ground-up, high moisture corn mixed with dry corn is compacted into a silo at the
Haw Ranch Feedlot north of Turon, Kan.The feedlot expects to store more than

Under a brilliant sunset, Miranda Courteaux, 8, blocks a soccer ball during
a night practice at the youth soccer fields in Ormond Beach, Fla. Miranda is
goalie for the Waves soccer team, which is made up of girls under 10 years.

Dasher board wash

Anthony Anderson, a maintenance
tech with the City of Decatur, IlI.,
uses a scrubber to remove hockey
puck markings from dasher
hoards of the ice rink in Decatur.

Guilty in wife’s murder

NY RIVERHEAD — A man

who claimed his wife com-
mitted suicide by shooting herself
three times — once in the back —
was sentenced to 25 years to life
in prison for murder.

Eric Rose, 46, was convicted in
May. He maintained his inno-
cence at sentencing, saying: “It's
very hard for me to show remorse
for a crime I did not commit.”

Prosecutors argued that Rose
killed his wife, Wendy, in 2002 to
collect $500, 000 in instrance.

Wendy Rose, 53, suffered a gun-
shot wound to the head, a graze
wound to the head and another
wound in her back.

Kids forced to walk

m HARRISON — Students
are getting some exercise
on their bus ride to and from
school. Weight limits on a trestle
bridge are forcing students to get
off the bus, walk over the bridge,
then get back on after the bus
makes it across. The weight limit
for the one-lane bridge that cross-
es the Coeur d’Alene River here
is 10 tons. The school buses weigh
up to 9 tons without students.

Men protest shelter

MANCHESTER — Two al-

dermen are planning com-
munity meetings next month to
try to prevent a federal halfway
house from opening in the city.
Bill Shea wrote a letter against a
proposed site in his ward and
Frank Guinta received more than
100 signatures on a Web site he’s
set up to oppose a halfway house
anywhere in the city.

Computer voter registry

JACKSON — Secretary of

State Eric Clark is seek-
ing proposals from companies to
establish a computerized, state-
wide voter roll to help ensure
more accurate elections in Missis-
sippi.

He hopes to have the computer-
ized registry up by the June 2006
federal primaries. Records show
34 of Mississippi’s 82 counties
have more registered voters than
people who are old enough to
vote.

Disabled pati moved

Tooth found in soup

uT SALT LAKE CITY — A
judge says the lawsuit just
didn’t have teeth.

Third District Judge L.A.
Dever dismissed a lawsuit
brought by Tina Keeney, who
claimed emotional distress after
alleging a can of Campbell’s chick-
en noodle soup she split with her
13-month-old son contained a
human tooth.

“I just don't eat,” said the
37-year-old West Jordan resident.
“It has affected the way I shop, the
way I fix food, things that I eat.”

Campbell offered to cover the
cost of the soup — plus a little
extra, and sent her a $10 check.
The company also wanted her to
mail in the tooth.

Keeney took it to a lawyer in-
stead, and the lawsuit was filed in
September 2003.

Prison consultant hired

COLUMBUS — State pris-

on officials are hiring a
consultant to find better suicide
prevention methods after nine in-
mates killed themselves this year.
The latest was Cody Shreves, 21,
who was found hanging in his cell
at the Dayton Correctional Institu-
tion. Ten inmates killed them-
selves in 1999, the worst year for
suicides since the state started
tracking the problem in 1993.

Man’s ashes land in attic

FOREST GROVE — An

unwelcome guest recently
crashed into Barbara Vreeland’s
home: the cremated remains of a
Washington man.

The 46-year-old man died of
natural causes in June. He want-
ed to be cremated and have his
ashes scattered over Mountain
View Memorial Gardens, a ceme-
tery near Vreeland’s home. Fami-
ly members told police the bag of
ashes slipped as they were cir-
cling the cemetery in a small
plane they had hired for the day.

The 4-pound bag crashed
through Vreeland’s roof and land-
ed in the attic.

Tr:

construction stops
CUMBERLAND — Ameri-
can Indian artifacts may be
present where work on a
state- funded trail was halted, a

INDIANAPOLIS — The

Muscatatuck State Devel-
opmental Center property in Jen-
nings County will be used for na-
tional homeland security training.
Patients at the center for the de-
velopmentally disabled are sched-
uled to leave by Jan. 1. Most will
be moved to small private group
homes. Gov. Joe Kernan plans to
travel to the site, about 80 miles
southeast of Indianapolis,
Wednesday to announce the
agreement.

Voter info not on Web

LAS VEGAS — The Clark

County election office will
remove voter addresses and
phone numbers from its Web site,
Registrar Larry Lomax said. Offi-
cials posted the public informa-
tion after receiving requests for
the data from politicians and cam-
paign groups. But media attention
led to complaints from the public.
The information will still be avail-
able at the election office.

'y report said. Construc-
tion of sections of the 1.4-mile
Monastery Loop Trail has dis-
turbed “potentially significant ar-
chaeological resotrces,” the Pub-
lic Archaeology Survey Team
said.

Members of the Seaconke
Wampanoag tribe said the find-
ings bolster their claim to land
that includes town-owned proper-
ty where the trail is located.

Bathroom is off limits

HELENA Even if

you're puking, the potty is
private, the Montana Supreme
Court has ruled.

The high court says a police of-
ficer went too far when he walked
in on a young woman while she
was vomiting into the toilet dur-
ing a loud house party.

The 6-1 decision said the uncon-
stitutional intrusion into the privy
means evidence that Rebekah
Smith had been drinking illegally
— she was only 18 at the time —
could not be used to prosecute her.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Spears continues to
spit out latest eBay
merchandise craze

BY JAKE COYLE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Britney Spears’ fans don’t think the pop star’s chewed gum
is “Toxic” — they're buying wads of it on eBay.

There are over two dozen auctions of used chewing gum on eBay, each
claiming their product has been spit out by the 22-year-old singer. Prices go
as high as $14,000, but most are for significantly less.

Though there is no way to verify the authenticity of the various wads, many
postings include photos of a small
piece of chewed gum, a copy of a
ticket stub from the place of finding
and a personal story of procure-
ment.

One posting claiming to be the
originator of the craze says the gum
for sale was spat out in anger by
Spears outside her Los Angeles
home in early August. A picture of
the gum, now going for $26, accom-
panies the auction.

A seller from London, who is ask-
ing $53 for a piece of gum obtained
at Spears’ 2000 Wembley Arena con-
cert, declares: “T have had this item
for over three years and am only
listing it because of the current in-
terest in Ms. Spears’ habit for dis-
carding gum!”

Brian Johnson, 25, of Missis-
sauga, Ontario, had a posting asking
for $1,000, claiming: “You could
take a DNA test to prove this is the
real deal.” Though he has since
taken down the ad, Johnson told
The Associated Press in a recent
e-mail that he obtained the gum
while working backstage at a Toron-
to concert in Apri

“While I was hold.mg the camera, I saw her spit it out,” Johnson said. “I
thought it would be funny to bring the gum home and show some of my
friends. They got a big laugh out of it.”

But buyer beware! Some of the auctions are fake. One seller offers a piece
of Spears’ gum frum the 2004 MTV Video Music Awards that “still has her
teeth marks in it.” Spears didn’t attend the event.

The bidding is also often fake. The gum now priced at $14,000 was driven
up by one person who bid against himself. Winning bids are mostly closer to
$5 to $100.

Chris Donlay, a publicist for eBay, says the veracity of the gum claims isn’t
the business of the Web site. “As long as it doesn’t violate our policies, then it's

There are over two dozen auctions of
used chewing gum on eBay, each
claiming the gum was been spit out by
Britney Spears. Prices go as high as
$14,000, but most are for much less.
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FACES "N’ PLACES

Schram leaves cast of USA’s “Monk”

Actress Bitty Schram and “Monk” have parted ways. The critically
acclaimed USA Network series that stars Tony Shalhoub as an obses-
sive-compulsive private eye is removing Schram’s character, Monk’s
personal nurse.

“Monk’ has decided to go in a different creative direction with
some of its characters. Bitty Schram will not continue with the cast,”
USA Network announced Tuesday. “We thank her for her notable con-
tributions and wish her the very best.”

Representatives from Schram’s management
company, Untitled Entertainment, released a state-
ment as well: “Bitty Schram and USA Network
| have amicably decided to go their own separate
ways and Ms. Schram will not be returning to the
television series ‘Monk.” She wishes everyone con-
nected with the show continued success and looks
forward to pursuing the various opportunities be-
fore her.”

John Kelley, a spokesman for USA, said the net-
work has yet to develop what the new direction for
the show will be.

It is a notable change of circumstance given that

earlier this year, Schram was nominated for a Gold-
en Globe for her performance as Sharona Fleming on “Monk.”

She’d been with the show since its beginning in 2002 Schram is also
well remembered as the sobbing right-fielder in 1992's “A League of
Their Own,” whose bawling prompts Tom Hanks’ character to ex-
claim, “There’s no crying in baseball!”

“Monk” is now in the middle of its third season, with new episodes to
return in January. Shalhoub won an Emmy for his role as Adrian
Monk in 2003.

Schram -

Court rules against Kilmer in tax suit

The state Court of Appeals in Sante Fe, N.ML, has ruled against actor
Val Kilmer and his ex-wife, actress Joanne Whalley, in a dispute over
a tax refund of more than $300,000 sought by the couple.

The court said Tuesday the Taxation and Revenue Department had
no authority to act on the refund claim because the time period for
doing so had expired.

Kilmer, who stars in Oliver Stone’s upcoming film, “Alexander,” has
aranch near Santa Fe.

The refund claim was for $304,217 in personal in-
come taxes paid for the year 1995. The couple said
they were due the refund because Whalley — who
had filed for divorce — had moved to California in
the latter part of the year.

The claim was filed at the end of 1999, after Cali-
fornia tax officials made a preliminary determina-
tion that Whalley had been a California resident as
of August 1995.

The amended 1995 New Mexico return claiming
the refund, which was filed by the couple’s accoun-
tant, wasnt rocessed because the department lost

Kilmer

" addition, for three months in early 2000 the
agency decided to delay work on prior-year claims
while it caught up with processing the current returns.

Under state law, if the department doesn’t approve or deny a claim
within 120 days, taxpayers then have 90 days to cither file a protest or
g0 to court. Kilmer and Whalley did neither, and the 210-day window
for the department to act on a claim expired, the court said, upholding
a department hearing officer’s ruling.

The Legislature “intended a clear and definite outer limit, of 210
days, on the department’s authority to act on a claim for refund,” the
court held.

Witherspoon baffled by tabloid attention

Reese Witherspoon doesn’t understand the appeal of tabloid maga-
zines

“I can't believe in all the
pictures of me at the grocery store or at preschool.” says Witherspoon,
who stars as Becky Sharp in Mira Nair’s new film, “Vanity Fair.”

“It's like every day 'm wearing the same sweat
suit. It’s like, ‘Is this really interesting? And to
who?' ” she told reporters recently, according to AP
Radio.

The “Legally Blonde” actress says she and her
husband, actor Ryan Phillippe, try to laugh at the
photos and stories. “I’s pretty funny, and it's amaz-
ing the kind of things that people can make up in
their minds,” she says.

Witherspoon and Phillippe, who appeared togeth-
er in 1999’s “Cruel Intentions,” have two children
— daughter Ava, born in 1999, and son Deacon,
born last year.

“I'm busy with the kids and I want to spend all
the time I have with them,” she says.

“I have to be very particular about what I do because I only do one
movie a year.”

Witherspoon, 28, recently has been filming “Walk the Line.” She
plays June Carter, wife of country music legend Johnny Cash. Joaquin
Phoenix plays Cash.

Stories and photos from The Associate Press.

Witherspoon

BY CARYN ROUSSEAU
The Associated Press

ith her French ac-

cent and booming

voice, 19-year-old

Cherie has been
dubbed by some as the new Ce-
line Dion.

But the songbird is hoping
with her U.S. album debut, appro-
priately titled “Cherie,” that peo-
ple will start to notice her for her
own accomplishments — and not
compare her to the French-Cana-
dian singer.

“Now it's the moment,” Che-
rie, who is from France, told The
Associated Press. “Now we're
gumg to see if people like me or

Chene s pop dreams have
been a decade in the making,
when at age nine, she starting tak-
ing professional voice lessons in
Marseille, France. She was still
in her teens when she became a
pop star in Europe, and drew the
attention of record labels in the
United States.

She’s garnering more and
more attention these days. Her
first bubbly single, “'m Ready,”
was featured in Lindsay Lohan’s
movie “Confessions of a Teenage

Drama Queen,” and on the WB’s
“Charmed” before becoming a
dance hit this summer.

She’s also been on tour with
“American Idol” star Clay Aiken,
and even acted on a soap opera.

AP: You sing in English,
French, Spanish and Italian.
How did you learn to do that?

Cherie: Really because of the
school I'was in. You have to learn
English. You have to. I was very
into languages. I just picked dif-
ferent options.

AP: But you don’t sound
French on the album?

Cherie: I don’t do it on pur-
pose. It’s easier for me to sing in
English than to speak in English.
1 just want basically the people to
be able to understand the words.

AP: How do you like being
compared to Celine Dion?

Cherie: I'm very honored, but
that's a lot of pressure because
I'm at the beginning of [my ca-
reer]. People are expecting me to
be at her level.

: Your style is much softer
than Britney Spears or Christina
Aguilera. What do you think of
them?

Cherie: We're just different
people and we probably just
have different influences. Mine

were Celine Dion and Shania
Twail

AP What s it like touring with
Clay Aiken?

Cherie: This is a lot of fun. 'm
probably thinking that 'm on hol-
iday during the summer because
I'm traveling on the bus. [It’s] al-
most like we’re all going to camp.
I'm doing what I like every night
and in front of an audience.

AP: Did you enjoy the world of
soaps when you ﬁlmed your part
on “As the Worl

Cherie: It was ﬁm fur me. It
wasn't very different than what
I'm doing every night right now.
It was just like being on stage
just singing.

AP: Was it scary to move to
Los Angeles from France by
yourself?

Cherie: It wasn't scary at all.
Maybe because 1 was very
young. I'm still young, but I was
Jjust ready to go for it. I thought
everythm would be fine and you

anything when you’re my

AP: Do you feel like you are on
the brink of stardom?

Cherie: I don't feel like I am,
really. I don’t feel like I am yet.

AP: So, are you a diva?

Cherie: I don’t know. I'm just a
singer. What do you call a diva?
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Woman, soldier, patriot

In response to “Sending women to war
wrong” (Aug. 15): I am not only a woman
and a veteran, but also a patriot. I served
in the Middle East during Desert
Shield/Desert Storm, dealing with the
same issues and problems as the male sol-
diers, plus a few extras.

1 believe strongly in the ideas of free-
dom and equal opportunity for all that our
nation is built upon. To say that I, while
being intelligent, courageous, hard-work-
ing, loyal and patriotic, should not be al-
lowed to defend those rights the same as
my male counterparts, is to deny me one
of the liberties we all hold dear. It may as
well be said women should not be police of-
ficers or firefighters because they face the
same danger as men there, too.

1 knew that the possibility of war was
part of being a soldier when I signed the
contract that sent me through training to
my unit and the Gulf. The training alone,
between learning how to fire a weapon ef-
fectively to treating a sucking chest
wound, is enough to teach anyone that the
military is not a game.

America has a proud history as a nation
of people who believe in their country and
are willing to die for the ideals it is found-
ed on. Why should gender be the basis for
denying the right to serve in return for the
opportunities and privileges that all are af-
forded?

Dawn McCarthy
Al Udied Air Base, Qatar

Women choose to serve

I am a female soldier serving overseas
in a combat zone. I think that it is prepos-
terous to say our nation deliberately plac-
es female soldiers in harm’s way, as the let-
ter “Sending women to war wrong” (Aug.
15) claims. When soldiers enlist in the mili-
tary, they choose which job they would
like to pursue. I am in a transportation
company, which drives throughout Iraq
doing the job that I chose to do. Men and
women serve side by side, doing the same
job, facing the same danger. After all, I do
not believe that my life is more valuable
than those of the male soldiers who I serve
beside.
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Slnpes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

While the writer states, “America’s
women are intelligent,” he also says that
‘women are encouraged to enlist in the mili-
tary, having no idea what they are getting
into. 1 would think that any intelligent
women would understand that if she en-
lists in the military there is a chance that
she may have to serve her country. After
all, the definition of “army” is a large orga-
nized body of armed personnel trained for
war.

The writer should also be aware that it
is not “only in America” that women serve
in combat zones. There are currently fe-
male soldiers in Irag from numerous coun-
tries, including Britain, Italy, Yugoslavia
and Poland. Welcome to the 21st century,
where gender equality exists.
c. Amy Molden
Camp Navistar, Kuwait

Equality in the military

In response to the writer of “Sending
women to war wrong” (Aug. 15), who
asked why America is the only nation to
send its women into war: Many nations
are stuck in their “historic norms and stan-
dards of decency” that women are incapa-
ble of fighting in wartime, while America
accepts that women are capable of support-
ing its nation on the battlefield.

pees

| Bsos by g Feaus Syt . Wi T s

To the writer, women do not know what
they are gef themselves into when
they join the military, yet he says “women
are intelligent, brave, loyal, hard-working,
and patriotic.” Aren'’t these the qualities
that you want in someone fighting for your
country? Women are informed when they

join the service in which areas, or “killing

fields” as the writer called them, they are
unable to serve. Not once are they told that
they will not be subjected to combat. Why
does the letter writer suppose all individu-
als, both male and female, are required to
go through some type of basic combat
training?

America is a nation that has grown to un-
derstand the importance of all Americans
participating in the preservation of its free-
dom, and most have been able to grow
with it. Women are allowed in the military
and will be for years to come, so please, at
the very least, respect those who have cho-
sen to serve.

Spc. Bobbie Martin
Logistical Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Embrace modern standards

This is a response to “Sending women to
war wrong” (Aug. 15). Female service-
members have served honorably in the
military since the Civil War. Granted, they
were not on the battlefront in those days,
but still they performed some type of ser-
vice. Females have now fought for equal
opportunity to serve their country, and got-
ten it. This is a new generation with differ-
ent standards. These women did not enlist
with the wool pulled over their eyes.

The government did not deliberately
send them into harm’s way. They volun-
teered. While no one wants to hear about a
servicemember being killed in action dur-
ing wartime, it happens. This is a new type
of warfare, and there are no front lines.
Anywhere the enemy decides to attack is
where the fight will take place, if women
are there or not. All soldiers know this so,
contrary to the letter, the women of our
country know what they are getting into.
These places are not country clubs; they
are war zones where death has no mercy
and can come for anyone at any time.

Spc. Daniel Twente
Balad, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Horoscope

The sensual Taurus moon re-
minds us to enjoy ourselves, while
the sun in Virgo brings focus to a
million small details that
enhance our experiences.
The result is complete
satisfaction, as long as we
choose to focus on the right
details — the ones that
support the idea that you're
really living the good life. Be
careful not to spend too
much.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(September 4). Social
prestige and glistening
self-image reward your
personal growth this year.
‘Smooth public relations this month
help you build your career. Sweet-
hearts meet during the holidays.
Love signs are Sagittarius or Capri-
com. In matters of finance, stable
investments are your best strategy
before 2005. You'll remodel or buy
property in March.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
That old saying “No pain, no gain” is
pessimistic. Why must everything
that's good for you come at a price?
Refuse to buy into the belief that life
has to be hard to be righteous.
Maybe the most beneficial thing to
do is also the most fun.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Intuition is your best ally, but don't
leave your intellect at home. When
all your faciliies are working togeth-
er, you're at your absolute best.
Romance must be delicately han-
dled. It's not fair to string someone
along.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Set up meetings — there’s almost
no one who won't take your call. An
Avries is a strong supporter. Children
manipulate you if you give them the
chance. Have a structure in mind
before you enter a situation.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
On the one hand, youd like to push
yourself to do all that's humanly
possible, and on the other, you're
not sure how much is humanly
possible. Even Lance Armstrong
has to recharge his batteries, right?
Listen to your body.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your
relationship with money is highlight-
ed, and there are all kinds of feel-
ings that go along with it. Be mindful

Joyce Jillson

not to tie your self-worth to the
balance of your bank account, as
the two have nothing to do with one
another.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You wake up with a new attitude.
Build a margin for error in all of your
endeavors, and you'll feel
as though you've been
liberated! Be on time for
all appointments — no
excuses, especially not
the one about ‘traffic.”

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Serious
ideas are brewing. To-
day’s lessons involve
listening, following direc-
tions and general compli-
ance. If you can effective-
ly do what someone else
instructs you to do, you can do what
you instruct yourself to do.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
It's obvious to you what's right and
what is wrong. But feeling you've got
1o be the judge and jury of the world
is a heavy burden. If it's stopping
you from communicating with people
you care about, just drop it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You take your fun seriously,
and why not? You pay money to
experience more than you'd natural-
ly be exposed to, and you want to
get the most value for your dollar.
Make an effort to talk to people you
don't know.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You have incredible intellectual
powers. You leam quickly and have
a terrific imagination. These gifts are
best utilized when you've also got
people around you who will help you
see your projects through to the
end.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Success can be simple. Keep your
objectives clearly in mind, and the
“how” part of the equation is easy. A
former flame wants to give the
relationship another try. This satis-
fies your ego but probably not your
heart.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Assert your independence whenev-
er possible. Because of your per-
ceived power, a competitor may
unexpectedly withdraw, making you
the winner by defautt. You will gain
energy in social situations instead of
feeling drained.
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Alcohol sours visits with father

Dear Abby: 1am 26 and a
single mother. My parents di-
vorced when I was a teenager,
but they have always been there
for me emotionally and financial-
ly. For the most part we have
always been a close and loving
family who could go out
and have a great time
together.

The last few times that
Dad and I have had
drinks, we have said
hurtful things to each
other, and it has escalat-
ed to shoving and hit-
ting. When we're sober
we are affectionate and
loving. We go on vaca-
tions and have a great
time with the whole
family.

Do you have any idea what
could be causing this?

— Hung Over in Midland, Texas

Dear Hung Over: Yes, I do. It's
the alcohol. Since alcohol can
cause a change in personality, it

Dear Abby

is important that you and your
dad avoid it.

P.S. Are you aware that alco-
hol problems can run in fami-
lies? It is vital that you warn
your child about this important
Jact and set a good example.
Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA) is listed in your
phone book. Contact
them, and they will
provide you with litera-
ture on this subject.

Dear Abby: rm
embarrassed to admit
this, but after two years
of marriage, I still have
not sent out thank-you
notes to everyone who
attended my wedding
and gave us gifts.

Our wedding was during finals
week of college, and immediately
after that, we left for our honey-
moon. One week after our return,
we moved across the state and
had to set up a home and find
employment.

I cringe when I think about
how many people have asked my
mother if we received their gift
and “where are the thank-yous.”
1s there anything I can do to
eliminate this guilt before 'm
condemned to live with it forev-
er?

— Guilty in New York

Dear Guilty: Yes. Buy a nice
box of stationery and a pen, and
write gracious notes to everyone
who gave you a wedding gift.
Say, “I apologize for the long
delay in writing to you, but I
want you to know how much
*John’ and I are enjoying the
lovely () you gave us for our
wedding, and I want to thank
you for your generosity in giving
ittous.”

Believe me, it's better to re-
ceive a tardy thank-you note
than never to receive one at all.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
J@Mmg by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

ONLOY

All't want to do is get
1o Ity pajamas

©2004 Tribune Wodia Services, Inc
A

Wi Rights Reserved,

WANTY

CROUTY

OON

HOW SHE FELT
AFTER MODELING
CLOTHES ALL

s jymble.com
= A,

Now arrange the circled letters to

ERROBB
form the surprise answer, as

&X] | by the above cartoon.
PN P |
Print answer here: .... ...
NAAMNMANANANAMNI

(

Answers Monday)

Jumbles: SHOWY  POKER  EMPIRE  STICKY

Universal Press Syndicate

Ask parents’ input on sleeping plans

Dear Annie: 1ama
24 1d woman who

Annie’s Mailbox

boyfriend in the next
room. However, it's my

y
lives several hundred
miles away from my
parents. I have been
living with my boyfriend,
“Keith,” for two years,
and my parents are fully
aware (and mostly sup-
portive) of our situation.
They have grown to love
Keith and respect our
relationship.

The problem is that
Mom and Dad are coming to visit
us soon. Keith and I have had a
few discussions about sleeping
arrangements, an
how to proceed. We live in a large
two-bedroom apartment, and
there’s no question that one of the
bedrooms will be used by my
parents. The question is, should
Keith and I share the other room
while my parents are here, or
should he stay on the sofa? My
folks aren’t stupid. They know
Keith and I share a bedroom,
although I believe they prefer not
to think about it. It will make my
folks uncomfortable, knowing
their little girl is sleeping with her

apartment and I should
be able to govern what
happens, which in-
cludes sleeping in the
same bed with my
loving, committed boy-
friend.

Keith has offered to
sleep on the couch as a
sign of respect to my
parents. While T appreci-
ate the gesture, I don’t
have anything to hide.
Any suggestions?

— Approval-Seeking Transplant

Dear Transplant: Give your
parents some credit. They know
you and Keith are living together
and what that entails. They ap-
parently are comfortable enough
to visit regardless. Stop speculat-
ing and ask them how they feel
about the sleeping ar

Dear Annie: you printed a
letter from “Confused in Cana-
da,” who wanted to know if she
should tell her cousin that she
actually was her sister.

am 60 years old and have a
sister 12 years my senior. Eight
years ago, my sister informed me
that my twin brother and I were
not sired by the person I always
had thought was my father.

1 wish she hadn’t told me. I
feel as though I've been kicked in
the teeth. My advice to “Con-
fused” is to keep her trap shut
and let the young girl continue to
accept her aunt as her mother.
To do otherwise now, at this late
date, is to open up a can of
worms garnished with anguish.

— Where Am I From?

Dear Where: We can under-
stand your bitterness at this
revelation, although many peo-
ple prefer to know the truth, no
matter how much it hurts.

although it isn't necessary to give
up your bedroom unless you
want to. And Keith gets a big hug
from us for being so sensitive and
considerate. He sounds like a
keeper.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell an y Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
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to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFFITY

Dennis the Menace

TR Answer: What you can end up with when a candidate

asks for "dough” — PIE IN THE SKY

Family Circus

@201 &1 ke 15
51  ¥ing Foaures Sur
wave amiycicus com

“l wanna catch little Nemo in the net,
not on a hook.”

SWHAT MAKES YOU THINK 1 DIDNT WASH
MY HAIRS"

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

PALEONTOLOeY
RUNOT

Non Sequitur
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(USO KEFLAVIK)

The USO European Headquarters is tor to
manage operations at the Keflavik, Iceland location. The

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

“This position will report (o the Vice President, Operations

for Europe. Applicant must be self-motivated, organized, S10.00 per hour
detail-oriented and a strong manager. In addition (0 24 hoursa week
‘genuine desire to assist service members at the USO How To Apply
lounge, gift shop and canteen in the terminal, applicants Online:

hitp:/www.chrma.hqusare
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SCOREBOARD

Correction

A story in Friday’s edition
about the U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope softball tournament gave
the wrong score for the men’s
title game. Spangdahlem de-
feated Aviano 21-17.

AFN schedule

(Al times Central European. AFN
AR Aﬂamlc' PACE APN-BaGHTc/Korea: SPT:
d: delayed; cut: two-ho

tings are latest ava\l-
able from AFRTS and subject to change wit
out notice.)

Television

all - Anaheim at Cleveland, 1 pm.
Sziurday. SPT; Texas at Boston, 8 p.m. Su

e foolball < 2ouling Green at Olda

oma, Saturday, AFN-A; California at

Air Force, Bpm Saturday.SPT Miam (Ohio)

atichi aturday, PAC; Walce
aturday,

T C

Y day,

esota 1 pm. ey, Gl

AFN-A: Syracuse at Pur

ucky at "Louisvile, 530 pm.
at Tennessee, 2 am.

Motn.spnns— G Busch seres Target House

ol e e otebs at 1ot arm Mon-
day SBT.

fennis' — U.5. Open: Third round, joined in
progess at 10’ p.m. Saturday: 3rd and 4th
rounds, joined in progess at 10 p.m. Sunday,
AfEurope can be reached at DS
-444aor " Germar (+9)
(O 156an-444 AEN Al ntic’s Web
et Clck on-Solevision® o
o T eSS s AR parentor:
ganization, AFRTS at March Reserve AFE,
al N 312.345 1319 of
Comimercia, (08 S193513. s Web Ste 15
www.myafn.net.

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
exst

LT PF PA

NY. Jets 210 667 61 40

Niiami 12033 2 39

Buffalo 130 25 65 12

New England 130 250 44 88
South

Jacksonville 310 75 59 29

210 667 57 38

Indianapolis 210 667 58 &

Houston 130 25 47 8
North

Baltimore 310 750 85 49

Cleveland 210 667 41 53

Pittsburgh 22 0 500 %9 67

Cincinnati 120 33 47 60
West

Oakland 310 .75 98 91

San Diego 220 500106 75

3 230400 94 8

Kansas City 13 0 250 87 8

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

wLT PF PA

Dallas 31 65 75

ashington 220 500 60 68

Philadelphia 12 53 68

N.Y. Giants 13 8 95
South

carolina 40 8 10

Tampa Bay 31 60 39

Atlan 210 64 58

New eans 21 54 25
North

icago 21 46 40

Minnesota 22 91 66

etroit 22 63 72

Green Bay 12 29 4
West

seattle 31 73 6

St. Louis 13 6 68

Ari 13 68 99

San Francisco 0 68 107

Carolina 16, vmsburgh ?a
Jacksonile 31, New Engla

enver 21,
is 24
San Blego 31, San. Francwsco 15

Philadelphia at Ny, Jeto
Atlanta at Washington
Indianapolis at Cincinnati
reen Bay at Tennessee
Miami at New Orleans
Chicago at Cleveland

College football

Thursday's scores

EasT
Hofstra 45, Albany,

o Hampahire 21, Beiaware 21
Villanova 20, Buckrell 14

Georgetown, Ky. 56, Bethel, Tenn. 0

facksonvile at Fla. International,ppd.
Hil 34, North Greenvile 0

Nicholls St. 37, E. Washingto

S loUR ana de e Mostealo 32

MIDWEST
Boston College 19, Ball St. 11
Dayton 38,

Michiga 37, Buffalo 34
inow &t &, st. Yavier 14
S. llinois 42, SE i3
S AMSSour St 51 brake 26
South bakota 56, Peru St. N
W. Michigan 42, Tenn.-Marti
Voumsatoan o 36 Simoary Rdck 13

§iephen Fhustin 20, Henderson st 14
TCU 48, Northwestern 4

Arizona St. 41, UTEP

Portland St. 38, Wes(em st.,Colo. 0
Utah 41, Texas A¢

Thursday'’s Top 25 summary

No. 20 Utah 41,

Texas A&M 21
Texas A&M 0.7 014-21
Utah 720 7 7-41

t Quarter
Uta—Savoy 78 pass from Smith (Borreson
kick), 13:47. 4 oua
Uta—savoy 9 Fon BN eson Kck) 14553
Uta— SvEh 7 run (Borreson Kck, 730,
—Madsen 38 pass from smith (kick
M' MecNeal 59 run (Pegram kick), 3:02.

Uta—Smith 37 run (Borreson kick), 8:58.

'AM—McNeal 8 run (Pegram kick), 11:35.
; ut)a —Wright 13 pass from smith (Borreson
ic)
TAM—Carter 5 run (Pegram kick), :10
A=45419.
AGM  Utah
1733
31167 45212
210 73
20439 22:31:0
2 "6

First downs
Rushes-yards
passin

931 7-396
00 1

2% e
6:56  33:04

Rushing~—
10-44, Branyon 2-15, r 2-12, R\Ie¥ 1-6,
Mobley 1 5< Joseph 2 1. Ulah‘ Johnson 20-
Smith her 6-31, Savoy 217,
Yagovanoaz 7 Posmn 1-3, Warr I
MeN

eal 14-35:0-210,
e 21260 380,

ASM, Murphy 8116,
A xander o, Serinany SH
Woods 112, Tavior L1, Riey

h Viarren 7116, Savoy &
Len 353 el .38

assing—
Branyon 68-0.60
Johnson 1

eceiv

nd R
Tommy Ha: Germany‘ et Sebastien
Grosjean (12) France, 64, 6-

oty Robredp (18, Spam, del Arnaud
Clement France, 6-3, 63,3

Amelie Maurestno (0 France, def. Maria
Vento-Kabchi (31, Venezuela,
Suglyama (12) Sabah, dat. eiona Kos-
tanic, Croatia,
Da'l‘lhles

Justin G\me\sm andGraydonther,Uml
ed States, def. Lucas Amold and Mariano
Foot 05 Ardantina:

Robbie Koenig, South Africa, and Travis
parrott, United States, det. lgor Andree,
Russia, and David Ferrer, Spain, 6-3, 6-3.

First Round
Janet e, Taiwan,and peng Shuai,china,
Nadia Petrova. Russi, and Meghani
snaugnnessw Uited Stat 5
enih, France, and Sia
Groatia, def. Marta Marrefo and ‘Anabel

dina Gai mgues, Spain, 6-4,
Emilie Lolt, France, and Nicole Pratt (10),
Australta, def.
rvana JigleSalkic, Bosnia-terzegovi
Sﬂ‘ and Galina Voskoboeva, Russia, 5

zel Huber, South Atrca, and Tamarine

Tanasugam an n Zi and
Zheng Jie, China, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3.

ANK MCNAMARA

Mixed

First Roun
Alexandra Stevenson and Rick Leach, Ui
?d States, det. Corina Vorariu and Donald

152 Raymond, United States, and Mahesh
Bhupathi (3), India,det. pera Miandula, Hun
gary, and Paul Hanley, Australia, 6-4, 6-2.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

ngel Cabrera, Argentina 7-
epastian Feriandez, Argemma 2

6

2
opar ot Derkser\, Nemer\ands -
jansen, Den: X
paulLawrie, Scotiand. -
er Nyman, Sweden -
Dame\ Gaunt, Australia -
Peter Hedblom, Sweden -
esar Monasterio, Argentina
andy Lyle, Scotland

T pts oF GA
Metrostars HEEE
Columbus 10 31 25 24
D United 93 3 %
cago 108 2% 26 34
NewEholang 5 24 30 34
Kansas City 1085 35 322
Los Angeles 835 36
HER S

nanas 53

Jose TR
o NQTE *Three points for victory, one point
for

game

Wednesday's
Chicago3, Kansas City 1
turday's
sanjose at Rew Erar
 Angelesat Columbs
B.C. United at Chic
Merostars at Kansas city
Dallas at Color:
inesday, Sept. 8
Columbus at San Jose

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
WL pet
1412 58
ot 1314 a8 1
Connecticut 1315 464
1315 464 2
e LIS e 2
Washagton 44
WESTERN CONFERENCE
WL pct GB
Los Angeles 20 7 041 -
Seattle 1709 654
Minnesota 6 11 593
sacramento 1413 59 6
nix 1313 300 6
jouston 115 a4 8
San Antonio 6 22 214 1%
james

New York 5 hariohe 5
Sacramento 66, San Antonio 64
s games

hoe
Scatile at Los Ange\es
rday'’s games
Detroit at Chﬂr\ette
shington at Indiana
Sacramento ot San Antorio
Seattle at Phoe
d lay's games
No games scheﬂuleﬂ

s
sacramento S wash GO

European Masters

At Cmni—:ur-smm ol club course
rans-sur-Sierre, Switzerland
burse: $1.53 million
ardage: 6,857 Par: 71
econd Round, Leadi
Seraio Garciz, Spain
el Angel Jimenez, Spain

land
Char Semartzeh South Afrca
Peter Fowler, Australi
duardo Romero, Argentin:
arlos Rodiles, Spain
oger Chapman, England
Vson, §
arren Flahardt, outh Africa
rmie Els, Soutt
Sbonl ireland -67-136
farc Farry, France 70136
raig Spence, Australi 67136
iaarten Lafeber. Netherlands ~ 68-69—137
ndrew Marshall Engl -65—137
radley Dredge, 68— 137
james Kingston, South Africa  68.69—137
eter O'Malley, Australia -65—137
Richard McEvay, England -66-138
Stephen Scahill, New Zealand ~ 70-68-138
e Ormsby, I 70— 138
Robert Col jan -68—138
Sven truever, Ger 68138
Fredrik Andersson, Sweden -68-138

Michael Campbell, New Zealand 70-69—139

johar o
TP T e RN v
hongchai Jaidee, Thailand 370
atrik Sjoland, Sweden 4-69—
Hennie Otto, South Africa 1721
Failed to Qualify

Christopher Hanell, Sweden
Jarrod Moseley, Australia

der, Sweden
Steven Jeppesen, Sweden
Rolf Muntz, Netherlands

Rob Rashell,

Mads Vibe-Hastrup, Denmark
Michael Jonzon, Sweden
Nobuhito Sato, Japa

Titeh Moore, South Africa -
Richard Steine South Aica -

geis
H

5
Jeppe Hi 1
Miki ul\nnen Finlan 80-WD

State Farm Classic

Thursday
At Rail Golf Course
Springfield, L.

4.
3 -75-

Nicolas Colsaerts, Belgium 873151
3

i Hyun Kim

jennifer Rosales

indy Figg-Currier
Harve)

milee
jackie sauagher Smith
0ira Dl

Tina arrett

=

iv o =
£2les e e
DR AR

Carin Koch

Laura Davies -

ina Ammaccapane
Russamee Gulyanaritta
Denise Killee

Heather Da\y Donofrio

Raila Meumer Lebouc
A, Eathorr

L.se\o@e Neymann

Miriam Nag!
Ashiey Winn
Yeon Lee

W x
& K Walker-Cooper E

bbb AR E A ALt

Thursday’s transactions

BASEBALL

GUE BASEBALL—Suspended

Texas 38 coach Steve Smith two games and
fined him an undisclosed amount for inap-

m saimon from ti

SOX—Recalled RHP Brandon
e from Bawtucker ofthe L
3 stPurch idsed the
fric Grozier and
Rya V\G\Y i from Syracuse gfthe L Re-
Chlren'e Gullermo Uz
Nation:

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACI j<‘:aueqL up OF

1 INF chis

Dave Buroa irom the Mimauke Brémers for
LHP Josh Habel.

National Baskelhall Rssociation
STON CE med Marco Crespi di-
rector of mkernanonal “Couting.
asketball Association
EATWAVE- |
assistant head coac
BEACH JAM—Named Corey Gaines
e

ORANGE COUNTY CRUSH-Named Earl
reton coach and Norm Nixon specialassis-

med Ron Brewer

Women's National Basketball Association
(MINNESOTALYNX—Signed F Guen Siaugh-

Nationa) Footbal Lea
CINCINNATI BENGALS Walved WR Patrick
Placed C Thatcher Szalay on in-
fured reserve:
NEW YORK JETS—Claimed TE Casey Cram-
er off walvers from the Tampa Bay Blcca:

a Football Leagu
105 ANGEL RS AVENGERS . Named chris

i

THE TEAM CUT RIM LAST WEEK,
BUT THE SMAGHERS DRAFTEE

WHERE DID HE GET 110 MILLION
E-MAIL ADDRESSES?

rielle Banducci director of m:
T o markei Conrmaton

one e-yéar comracts and D Rick Berry, L\
n Sonnenber LW Doug Dol to
i year Comtracs
WASHINGTON ~ CAPITALS—Named ~Larry
Carrere proscout,
al Lacrosse L
PHILADELBHIA wwas Named Ehris sand-
erson assistant c

R
Major League Soccer

MLS—Fined Metrostars MF Amado Gue-
vara $2,000 for inappropriate actions during

an Aug. 29 game.
AN GALAXY—Named_Afshin
oI ASSatant coath
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Bryant civil case poses risks for both sides

NBA star, accuser could seek to avoid more
embarrassing revelations with settlement

BY JON SARCHE

The Associated Press

EAGLE, Colo. — In pressing on
with her civil suit against NBA
star Kobe Bryant, the woman ac-
cusing him of rape will not have
to meet the higher standard of
proof required in a criminal case.

On the other hand, the details
of her sex life could come spilling
out, along with her medical and
psychological records — the ve
thing she had tried so desperately
to avoid in the criminal case.

Legal experts said both sides
might be moving toward a settle-
ment to avoid releasing polennal-
ly embarrassing or damaging in-
formation about not only the
20-year-old accuser but the
26-year-old Los Angeles Lakers
star.

Asin the criminal case, the rele-
vance of the woman’s sexual con-
duct before and after her encoun-
ter with Bryant is likely to be the
subject of a legal fight. Bryant’s
lawyers won that fight in the crim-
inal case. In the civil case, U.S.
District Judge Richard Matsch
will have to decide if the informa-
tion is relevant, said Mel Hewitt,
an Atlanta attorney who has 20
years’

ducing such information unless
they prove in a closed-door hear-
ing that it is relevant, Hewitt said.

But Bryant’s sexual history
also could become evidence: The
Jawsuit, without elaboration, ac-
cuses him of “attempting to com-
mit similar acts of violent sexual
assault on females he has just
met.”

“I would suspect there are
some land mines for both sides,”
said Arthur Hellman, a professor
specializing in federal courts and
civil procedure at the University
of Pittsburgh law school.

“There’s such a set of dangers
of the material that they would
each have to produce, and I
would think both sides would
have an incentive not to want to
have all that get out.”

The woman’s lawyers filed the
lawsuit in Denver federal court
Aug. 10, seeking unspecified dam-
ages for pain and suffering they
say she has endured since the al-
leged attack in June 2003 at a
Vail-area resort. The suit was
filed in federal court because Bry-
ant and his accuser live in differ-
ent states.

The lawsuit outlines generally
the same case against Bryant as
did: that Bryant at-

victims of crimes including rape
in civil court.

The procedure is almost identi-
cal to that under Colorado’s
rape-shield law, which generally
bars defense attorneys from intro-

tacked the woman in his room at
the resort where she worked,
causing her emotional and physi-
cal problems that linger still.

To win the case, the woman’s at-
torneys would have to prove by a

“preponderance of the evidence”
that Bryant forced himself on the
woman and caused physical and
emotional injury. That is, they
would have to show that it was
more likely than not that he com-
mitted the offense.

In a criminal case, prosecutors
would have had to prove it be-
yond a reasonable doubt, a more
difficult standard.

Damages for pain and suffer-
ing and other non-economic loss-
es in Colorado civil cases general-
ly cannot exceed $733,000,
though damages for economic
losses and physical impairment
or disfigurement are not capped.
Punitive damages cannot exceed
the compensatory award and can
be given only if the allegations
are proved beyond a reasonable
doubt.

The woman’s attorneys, John
Clune and Lin Wood, said
Wednesday no payment was
made to their client and no settle-
ment negotiations have taken
place. They were in a meeting
Thursday and did not return
calls.

In court, Clune told the trial
judge his client had decided
against testifying and asked prose-
cutors to drop the rape charges
against Bryant because the acci-
dental release of sealed informa-
tion — including her name — had
destroyed her faith in the justice
system.

Yet a civil suit will not give her

AP

Lin Wood, left, and John Clune, attorneys for the alleged victim in the
return

Kobe Bryant case, said their client had received no payment

for refusing to testify, and that no settlement talks have taken place.

the same protections she had in
the criminal case: Bryant’s attor-
neys will be able to force her to sit
for a deposition where they could
ask her a broad range of personal
questions, and her medical and
psychological records could be-
come fair game because she is
seeking damages for emotional
distress, pain and suffering.
“Litigation is for those involved

point of view, there are a lot of
good reasons for Bryant, even
though he professes not to have
done anything wrong, to make
some payment and move on with

ife.”
mu he said Bryant is trying to
repair his reputation and seeking
new corporate endorsements,
and might want to risk a trial to
win a verdict in his favor.
In a statement Clune said was

— plaintiffs and
very traumatic and it is almost al-
ways better off being resolved
than proceeding,” said Bill Keat-
ing, a veteran Denver attorney
who specializes in civil litigation.
“So if you look at it from that

part of an between his
client and Bryant, the NBA star
apologized on Wednesday for his
behavior and for what she has suf-
fered. Bryant added, however,
that the accuser had agreed not to
use his statement in the civil case.

Kobe gets another chance to prove he’s worthy

n the day he announced that he
was jumping from high school
straight to the pros, Kobe Bryant
already seemed too practiced, too

blessed, too ready for someone so young.

The expensive shades perched on his
head, the tailored jacket, the coyness play-
ing to the cameras that day — all those
things hinted at a maturity learned more
than lived. That’s no longer the case.

Whatever happened in that hotel room
14 months ago, Bryant has spent every day
since facing the very real possibility of
doing hard time. That should make any-
body grow up in a hurry — even someone
with so much poise and talent. Still only 26,
his life and career ahead of him now that
rape charges have been thrown out in Colo-
rado, Bryant gets a second chance.

The old Kobe might have felt more bul-
let-proof than ever and picked up life
where he left off. Will there be a new Kobe,
one who understands that responsibilities
come with his considerable gifts? For once,
it will be about more than basketball since
playing great, by itself, won’t prove a thing.
Bryant already demonstrated last season
he can handle that kind of pressure. He av-
eraged 31 points in games he played after a
private jet whisked him from a Colorado
courtroom to the Staples Center court.

But the people who covered his back
then are gone. The Lakers belong to Bry-
ant now, in a way they didn’t last season,
‘when fan support was almost uncondition-

al. When owner Jerry
Buss ran off Phil Jack-
son and Shaquille
O’Neal and pushed all
his chips to the center
of the table, he was
gambling that Bryant
would come back a
changed man.

What he had in
mind was not a better
jump shot, but some-
one with the leader-
ship qualities Bryant
always parroted, but
never really practiced.

“There will be a period where people
keep a close eye on him to see if he messes
up,” Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban
wrote back in an e-mail Thursday, “for
maybe a year at the most. Then it will be-
come a footnote that people refer to when
they want to criticize Kobe or the NBA.”

Cuban, you'll remember, was criticized
in the media and scolded by commissioner
David Stern for saying a year ago that Bry-
ant’s trial would be great business for the
NBA. Turns out he did his homework. “T
‘went back and tried to find examples in the
entertainment business where it hurt,” he
said back then. “I couldn’t.”

Boxer Mike Tyson left jail a bigger draw-
ing card than he went in, despite warnings
from promoter Lou Duva that little had
changed. “Why would anyone expect Mike

Jim Litke

to come out smarter? He went to prison for
three years, not Princeton.

Four years ago, linebacker Ray Lewis
pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of
obstructing justice after originally being
charged with murder. Today, he does com-
mercials and speaks to the NFL’s rook-
ie-orientation program about how to stay
out of trouble.

And Cuban thinks Bryant is already far-
ther along in the public rehabilitation pro-
cess than either of them — no matter
whether Bryant behaves differently or not.

“Fans will act differently because there
won't be continuous tabloid coverage of
him,” Cuban said. “As far as a more public
role, 'm not sure. I know the LA media
will thrust it on him. It really depends on
how the team does.”

Until now, “how the team does” has al-
ways been a personal exercise for Bryant.
When teammates got on him for taking too
many shots, he responded by not shooting
at all. That way, when the Lakers lost, it
was their fault. When Jackson called him
out as immature, Bryant responded with
snide statements that removed most of the
doubt.

He always modeled himself after Micha-
el Jordan, but he never grasped the bigger
picture. Instead of acting like the sheriff —
Jordan made it his duty to keep everybody
else in line — Bryant fixated on the gun-
slinger. He thought he could play or, worse
yet, talk his way out of any jam.

Teamwork was always something the
other guys on his team were supposed to
worry about. That won’t be enough, espe-
cially now.

Whether Bryant got that message re-
‘mains to be seen. He’s still got his freedom,
most of the crowd on his side, and a
seven-year, $136 million contract besides.
Maybe he left that much and more on the
table in endorsements, but it's still enough
‘money to insulate him from taking any fur-
ther risks. His skills are undiminished, too,
and on any night Bryant chooses, he can
erase any doubts about who's the best play-
er on the floor.

In short, Bryant can go on doing pretty
much as he pleases, shrugging off responsi-
bility and leaving everybody else to ex-
plain their own contribution. It's worked so
far, and the only thing that will have
changed by the time the season opens in a
few months is that the memory will be
even dimmer.

“It falls into the category of short-atten-
tion-span theater,” Cuban said.

But maybe Bryant s finally willing to un-
dertake that long, tough slog to become the
player he promised to be on that spring af-
ternoon in 1996, the once-in-a-generation
talent who grows up understanding that
his legacy rests not just on being the best,
but on making everybody else around him
better.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to him at: jlitke@ap.org
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Smith, No. 20 Utes
roll to opening win

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Alex
Smith made sure Utah justified
its first preseason ranking.

Smith overcame some early ac-
curacy problems and threw for
three touchdowns, ran for two
more and finished with 435 yards
of offense to lead the No. 20 Utes
past Texas A&M 41-21 Thursday

ight.

Smith and the Utes backed up
their ranking with 582 yards and
avenged their only non-confer-
ence loss of last season.

Local officials dubbed Thurs-
day “Utah Day” and there were
hours of pregame festivities be-
fore the Utes took the field. Then,
the fun really started.

“If we spread you out like that,
it’s going to be tough to stop us,”
said Smith, who passed for a per-
sonal-best 359 yards. “It was nice,
very nice.”

Utah led 7-0 barely a minute
into the game and scored the first
four touchdowns, despite some
early incompletions from Smith.

“That first half could’'ve been
scary if we take advantage of all
those,” Smith said of a handful
overthrown passes and several
others that were dropped. “I was
a little hyped up. I've been wait-
ing for this game for so long.”

Smith, who completed 21 of 29
passes, topped his 340-yard pass-
ing performance against Oregon
last year. He also ran 13 times for
76 yards.

The Aggies, who last season
lost their last three games and
five of their last six, continued to
struggle on defense. Utah scored
five times on defensive blunders
in which the Utes were all but un-

touched on their way into the end

Texas A&M quarterback Reg-
gie McNeal ran for two touch-
downs, including a 59-yarder late
in the second quarter, but he
struggled with his passing.

“Too many drops and too many
miscues here and there. They just
never let us get going,” A&M
coach Dennis Franchione said.
“The Utes played like they de-
served to be in the Top 20.”

A&M used 14 freshmen in its
first season-opening loss in four
years. The last time the Aggies
opened with a loss was also the
last time they started the season
on the road, a 24-10 loss at Notre
Dame in 2000.

Utah was not an ideal opponent
for a team that went 0-5 last sea-
son away from Kyle Field. The
Utes lost to the Aggies 28-26 a
year ago when a two-point conver-
sion attempt failed in the final sec-
onds. There wasn’t talk of re-
venge as the game approached,
but the Utes certainly felt vindi-
cated after winning in front of a
sellout crowd of 45,419 at Rice-Ec-
cles Stadium.

“I love to see that on national
television, with  Rice-Eccles
packed 10 the walls and our stu-
dent section going crazy,”
coach Urban Meyer said. “It was
a great night for Utah football.”

Smith appeared a little anxious
at the start. He overthrew three
receivers who had a stride or two
on their defenders on plays that
could have resulted in touch-
downs in the first half. Utah re-
ceivers dropped at least three
passes that were in their hands.

Smith also made an errant op-
tion pitch behind Marty Johnson,
who recovered the ball for a

AP

Utah quarterback Alex Smith (11)
is tackled by Texas A&M defen-
sive back Bryant Singleton after

a 24-yard gain on a keeper Thurs-
day in Salt Lake City. Smith
amassed 435 yards of offense

in the Utes’ 41-21 victory.

20-yard loss. But with the way
A&M’s defense was struggling,
the Utes could afford some mis-
takes.

Steve Savoy caught a short pass
over the middle and turned it into
a78-yard touchdown 1:13 into the
first quarter, then scored easily
on an end-around from 9 yards
out to start the second quarter.

Smith ran through a wide hole
for a 7-yard TD and had a 38-yard
scoring pass to John Madsen,
who didn’t have an A&M player
within 10 yards when he pulled
down the pass and trotted down
the sideline. Smith also scored on
a37-yard run.

Johnson, playing for the
time in two years because of i
ries and a one-year suspension
for drunken driving, gained 77
yards on 20 carries for the Utes.

Terrence Murphy caught eight
passes for 116 yards and became
A&M’s all-time leader in recep-
tions, passing Bethel Johnson’s
mark of 117. Murphy has 124 ca-
reer receptions.

Rough start for Price
as UTEP’s head coach

BY MEL REISNER
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Mike Price
had one ordeal just trying to find
a job. His coaching debut at
UTEP turned out to be another.

“Our expectation was to win
the game, and we certainly didn’t
do that,” Price said after watch-
ing Arizona State rout the Miners
41-9 Thursday night.

“We were beaten soundly. I'm
disappointed because the players
have done everything that I've
asked them to do.”

Price landed in El Paso after
being dismissed by Alabama for
questionable conduct after a
night of heavy drinking and party-
ing at a strip club in Florida in
April 2003.

'UTEP, which had won only six

games in three previous seasons,
took a chance on the 1997 nation-
al coach of the year.

Price said his instincts may
have been rusty after a year away
from Washington State, but he
didn’t feel the national attention
directed at his return was a dis-
traction.

“They seemed very, very fo-
cused and they gave it a good ef-
fort,” he said. “They didn’t play
real great but they gave it a good

Pnce took over a 2-11 team,
and the result was predictable
against the Sun Devils, who re-
turned 47 lettermen anxious to
forget last year’s 5-7 record.

he Sun evils’ Andrew
Walter threw three touchdown
passes and Emmanuel Franklin
scored on one of his two intercep-
tions.

Reyes: Running back’s success
hasn’t translated into wins

REYES, FROM BACK PAGE

Reyes' success has not led to as
many victories as he would like
over the past two seasons. Syra-
cuse struggled to 4-8 two years
ago and finished at 6-6 last fall,
the two worst seasons in the
14-year tenure of Pasqualoni.

Pasqualoni is counting heavily
on both Reyes and his backfield
partner, Damien Rhodes, to lead
the Orange back this season. As
for the hype over the Heisman,
that will remain low-key if it
doesn’t quickly disappear.

“We’re not going to give it more
priority than we should,” Pasqua-
loni said.

“T'd love him to win the Heis-

man, but I think the most impor-
tant thing is if the team wins and
has great success. As long as we
keep winning, then that [Heis-
man talk] will keep going. If we
don’t win, then that goes out the
window.”

Reyes is keenly aware of his ac-
complishments and what his lega-
cy will be when he leaves Syra-
cuse. He harbors no illusions
about where he fits in among his
predeces: X

“Even if I, as far as yards and
touchdowns, pass them, when I
leave here I still think Ernie
Davis, Jim Brown, Floyd Little,
Larry Csonka, and Joe Morris are
ahead of me,” Reyes said.

“Ijust have so much respect for
those guys.”

Many games, but few real contests on this week’s schedule

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

For the college football fan who
can never get enough, this week-
end is for you.

With the NFL season a week
away, college football has practi-
cally taken over Labor Day week-
end. Games began Thursday
night and continue through Mon-
day.

Top-ranked Southern Califor-
nia and No. 23 Oregon are the
only Top-25 teams not in action.
The one drawback: It's a quantity
over quality situation.

There are few juicy matchups
among the top teams. The best
game on the schedule was post-
poned because of Hurricane
Frances. No. S Florida State will
play at No. 6 Miami next Friday
night instead of Monday night.
Also, No. 11 Florida postponed its
Saturday game in Gainesville
against Middle Tennessee.

Most of the top teams will ease
into their seasons by hosting non-
conference patsies — though
don’t try suggesting that to the
coaches expected to ring up an
easy victory.

“First games are always scary

College picks

because you don’t have previous
film,” said Missouri coach Gary
Pinkel, whose Tigers are a
33-point favorite against Arkan-
sas State. “You have to be able to
adjust to anything that happens.”

Some of the other glaring mis-
matches include: No. 3 Georgia
against Division I-AA Georgia
Southern; No. 12 Kansas State tak-
ing on I-AA Western Kentuck:
and No. 17 Auburn against Louisi-
ana-Monroe.

The fun started Thursday night
with No. 20 Utah opening at home
against Texas A&M, while Mike
Price was to make his debut as
UTEP coach against Arizona
State.

Friday night's schedule was
light, with Washington State at
New Mexico the only game.

After a full load on Saturday,
Sunday’s slate is highlighted by
Syracuse at No. 24 Purdue in the
afternoon and No. 14 Tennessee
hosting UNLV at night.

“My opinion is it would be aw-

fully nice to play at 1 o’clock
every Saturday, but I think we
also understand what drives this
thing,” Syracuse coach Paul Pas-
qualoni said. “To have that kind
of exposure, there’s some advan-
tages to that so there’s a price to
pay for some inconvenience.”

Even without FSU-Miami,
there’s still a couple of games
scheduled for Monday.

‘Who needs the NFL?

The picks:

Bowling Green (plus 32Y%) m
No. 2 Oklahoma: No MAC magit
here as Jason White begms pOSSl-
ble Heisman encore ... OKLAHO-
MA 40-16.

Georgia Southern (no line) at
No. 3 Georgia: One of Division
I-AA’s best against one of I-A’s
best is no contest .. GEORGIA

Oregon State (plus 18Y2) at No.

4 LSU: OSU’s sticky corners will
be tough on LSU’s new starting
QB and receivers. ... LSU 24-14.

North Texas (llllls 26) at No. 7
Texas: Longhorns are 7-0 against
Mean Green, mcludmg 27-0 in
2002 ...

Miami (Ohio) (pllls 13) at No. 8
Mlchlgan RedHawks own long-
est winning streak in the country
at 14. ... MICHIGAN 34-14.

Cincinnati (plus 15) at No. 9
Ohio State: Bearcats nearly beat
Buckeyes in 2002. OHIO
STATE 17-10.

East Carolina (plus 28'2) at No.
10 West Virginia: Mountaineers
QB Rasheed Marshall could run
for 100 WEST VIRGINIA
41-17.

Middle Tennessee (plus 28) at
No. 11 Florida: Gators opened
last season with 65-3 win over
San Jose State FLORIDA
52-14.

‘Western Kentucky (no line) at
No. 12 Kansas State: K-State’s
fifth game in last three seasons
against I-AA opponent ... KAN-
SAS STATE 48-9.

No. 13 California (minus 13'2)
at Air Force: Falcons’ option of-
fense vs. Cal’s balanced and versa-
tile attack ... CALIFORNIA 27-17.

‘Wake Forest (plus 11%2) at No.
15 Clemson: Clemson’s last loss
was 45-17 to Wake Forest ...
CLEMSO!

No. 16 Virgi a (minus 16) at
Temple: Why are the Cavaliers
playing at Temple? ... VIRGINIA
38-3. Louisiana-Monroe (plus 38)
at No. 17 Auburn: Tigers opening
easy after last year’s 0-2 start ...
AUBURN 50-10.

Arkansas State (plus 33) at No.
18 Missouri: Tigers QB Brad
Smith runs for 100 and throws for
150 — in about two quarters ...
MISSOURI 48-10.

Kent State (plus 30) at No. 19
Towa: Golden Flashes have no
shot without suspended QB
Joshua Cribbs ... IOWA 36-7.

'UCF (plus 23) at No. 21 Wiscon-
sin: George O’Leary will miss
UCF’s opener to attend the funer-
al of his 83-year-old mother ...
WISCONSIN 35-17.

Northern Illinois (plus 14) at
No. 22 Maryland: Huskies beat
Terps in DeKalb, IIl, last year,
20-13 in MARYLAND
24-14.

Toldeo (plus 11%2) at No. 25
Minnesota: Rockets are class of
MAC with QB Bruce Gradkowsk]
leading the way
31-27.

Sunday

UNLYV (plus 20) at No. 14 Ten-
nessee: Vols to start freshman QB
— either Erick Ainge or Brent
Schaeffer ... TENNESSEE 38-13.

Syracuse (plus 12) at No. 24
Purdue: Kyle Orton is Heisman
darkhorse for Boilermakers ..
PURDUE 30-20.
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Pats rest
starters
in 31-0 loss

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — The Super
Bowl champs ended their exhibi-
tion season with a three-game los-
ing streak and a 31-0 setback.

At least they should be rested
for their regular-season opener.

None of the New England Patri-
ots’ 22 first-stringers played on
Thursday night when the Jackson-
ville Jaguars pulled away with
four touchdown passes in the
fourth quarter.

Coach Bill Belichick gave the
regulars a breather because they
played an unusually long time
just five days earlier in a 20-17
loss at Carolina and they’ll play
the season opener against India-
napolis on Thursday night.

“The guys that we didn't play”
spent the past few days preparing
for the Colts, Belichick said. “We
putin anumber of things we want-
ed to get going with them.”

The Patriots go into that game
with a 15-game winning streak in
regular and postseason games,
three short of the NFL record set
by Miami in 1972 and 1973.

“Any time you have the Colts
coming to town it’s not a bad
thing to get some rest,” said defen-
sive end Richard Seymour.

New England ended the exhibi-
tion season 1-3 with its first exhi-
bition home loss since 2000. Jack-
sonville was 3-1, but the Jaguars
first-string offense failed to pro-
duce a touchdown.

“I'm not really concerned,” Jag-

Jacksonville cornerback Juran
Bolden (21) intercepts a pass
intended for New England receiv-
er Bethel Johnson on Thursday.
The Jaguars forced five turnovers.

uars coach Jack Del Rio said.
“You would like to be a little more
explosive in these preseason
games, but overall I think we're
going to have a good offense.”

Byron Leftwich went 4-for-8
for 24 yards in three series in his
final tuneup for the opener Sept.
12 at Buffalo.

Josh Scobee kicked a 31-yard
field goal with 8:03 left in the
third quarter before David Gar-
rard threw one touchdown pass,
and Quinn Gray threw three.

Garrard hit Troy Edwards with
a 2S-yarder, and Gray connected
with Jermaine Lewis for 4 yards,
Ernest Wilford for 12 and Cortez
Hankton for 17. Wilford, a
fourth-round pick this year from
Virginia Tech, led receivers with
six catches for 122 yards.

With Tom Brady charting
plays, Rohan Davey played all
but the Patriots’ final series. The
offensive player of the year in
NFL Europe went 13-for-25 for
104 yards and two interceptions.

Mike Cloud led New England’s
rushers with 93 yards on 19 car-
ries.

Parcells seeking productivity

Testaverde, George punchless vs. Chiefs’ leaky defense

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — After seeing the way his aging
running back, even older quarterback and question-
able group of cornerbacks closed the preseason, Bill
Parcells considers the Dallas Cowboys a work in
progress.

“I'm going to be looking at the waiver wire, that’s
for sure. I'm going to be looking pretty close,” Par-
cells said following a 24-20 victory over the Kansas
City Chiefs on Thursday night. “We've got to try to
improve our talent level a little bit. Anybody can tell
from looking at us.”

Dallas’ starters were unimpressive, with Vinny
Testaverde hitting nearly as many defensive backs
as receivers and Eddie George having more carries
than yards. Kansas City was slowed early by penal-
ties, then had consecutive touchdown drives by
throwing at the Cowboys’ right cornerbacks.

Once both teams took out their starters, Dallas
backup quarterback Tony Romo led three stralght
scoring drives and the defense made it hold up.

Romo, who never played as an undrafted rookie
last season, went 12-for-14 for 141 yards. He drove
for a field goal just before halftime and led TD
drives of 70 and 65 yards in the third quarter, taking
the Cowboys from a 14-7 deficit to a 24-14 lead.

Romo likely won the second-string spot, especial-
ly since Drew Henson went 0-for-4 with an intercep-
tion on his first pass.

“I've been gaining confidence each week,” said
Romo, who ran for the winning touchdown in the
last minute of another preseason game. “I was able
to get into a rhythm tonight and our wide receivers
and offensive line did great work.”

Even in defeat, Chiefs coach Dick Vermeil felt
good because starting quarterback Trent Green
completed seven of nine passes for 72 yards and a
touchdown, then backup Todd Collins went 5-for-5
for 104 yards with a 53-yard TD pass.

“They put in a pretty good day’s work,” Vermeil
said. “Both quarterbacks can keep performing the
way they have been and I will stay happy.”

Testaverde, 4-for-10 for 40 yards with one inter-
ception, missed Keyshawn Johnson all five times he
threw his way. Cornerback William Bartee came
closer to catching the first two and the last one was
redeemed by a pass interference call.

George gained just 8 yards on nine carries against
the Chiefs’ first-team defense. He finished the pre-
season with S1 yards on 24 carries.

The Cowboys’ rookie running back Julius Jones
didn’t play because he hurt his ribs Monday night.

San Diego's Philip Rivers went
13-for-16 for 85 yards with a TD
and one interception Thursday.

season...So prove it!
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Chargers’ QB derby
remains unresolved

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Drew
Brees completed all five of his
passes, engineered two touch-
down drives in one quarter and
watched rookie
Philip  Rivers
struggle  until
San  Francisco
put in its back-
up defenders.

Despite that, Brees hasn’t been
anointed San Diego’s starting
quarterback.

Coach Marty Schottenheimer
was pleased with both quarter-
backs during San Diego's 31-15
victory over San Francisco on
Thursday night but wasn’t ready
to pick a starter for the season
opener at Houston on Sept. 12.

“We’ll evaluate everything and
make a decision Sunday or Mon-
day,” Schottenheimer said.

Brees, whose poor play last
year contributed to San Diego’s
decision to acquire Rivers, went
5-for-5 for 71 yards, including a
35-yard TD pass to Eric Parker,
and led San Diego to 14 points on
three drives.

Rivers, the fourth pick in this
year’s draft who missed the first
two exhibition games in a con-
tract holdout, went S-for-14 with
two_interceptions in his debut
against Seattle and didn’t look
any better in the first half against
San Francisco.

The 49ers, who finished the pre-
season winless for the first time
since 1974, saw quarterback Tim
Rattay thrive in his first extended
action this year. After missing the
first two exhibition games with a
sore arm, he went 7-for-8 for 101
yards Thursday.

In other games Thursday:

Cardinals 33, Broncos 21: Ari-
zona’s Neil Rackers kicked four
field goals and Josh McCown and
Sean King combined to complete
14 of 19 passes for the Cardinals
in Denver.

Broncos quarterback Danny
Kanell regressed after a solid
start to the preseason, going
2-for-8 for 24 yards before being
replaced in the second quarter.

Seahawks 23, Vikings 21:
Trent Dilfer completed 17 of 20
passes for 211 yards and two
first-half touchdowns in Seattle
and backup Seneca Wallace led a
late drive that set up Josh
Brown’s winning 28-yard field
goal with no time remaining.

Raiders 28, Rams 24: Oak-
land’s Rich Gannon (5-for-8, 45
yards) threw his first touchdown
pass of the preseason while team-
mate Kerry Collins went S-for-5
for 88 yards and a touchdown in
Oakland, Calif.

Buccaneers 17, Texans 9:
Michael Pittman, who got exten-
sive playing time because the
Bucs rested starter Charlie Gar-
ner, ran for 71 yards on 12 carries
and Tampa Bay held host Hous-
ton to three field goals.

Lions 20, Bills 17: Drew Bled-
soe led Buffalo’s first-string of-
fense to its only touchdown of the
preseason, but three Lions defen-
sive backs were hurt in Detroit.

Safety Brock Marion (bruised
right knee), cornerback Fernan-
do Bryant (neck stinger) and cor-
nerback Rod Babers (shoulder)
left the game with injuries.

Panthers 16, Steelers 13:
Rod Rutherford’s 57-yard comple-
tion to Eugene Baker in the
fourth quarter set up John
Kasay’s third field goal, and visit-
ing Carolina finished its second
consecutive unbeaten preseason.

Ravens 27, Giants 17: Balti-
more’s Kyle Boller threw a touch-
down pass and Chris McAlister
scored on an interception return
at Giants Stadium to lead the
Ravens, who got a scare when
seven-time Pro Bowl tackle
Jonathan Ogden sprained his left
knee. His status for the season
opener is uncertain.
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champion Maria

above, won the first seven
games against Jelena Jankovic on Thursday before struggling, then
pulling away for 6-0, 6-7 (5), 6-1 victory in the second round.

urvive and advance

Sharapova, Henin-Hardenne, V. Williams escape close calls

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Maria Sharapova zinged shots so
sharply against Jelena Jankovic, many fans at Louis
Armstrong Stadium left their seats early Thursday
in hopes of finding a more competitive match.

They missed seeing things get interesting in the
U.S. Open.

After breezing through the first seven games,
Sharapova started bumbling. Soon after that, de-
spite winning a 27-stroke point in the nebreaker, the
Wimbledon champion found herself again in a deci-
sive third set.

But then, a bad omen for Jankovic:

For some reason, her name began flick-
ering on the scoreboard light

‘And 50 did her hopes of an upset | S OPE I\ ]
especially when she needed treat-

200<%

ment for a recurring left hip strain.
Sharapova ramped up and won 1S
straight points in winning 6-0, 6-7 (5), 6-1.

“I felt that I could hit any shot from anywhere on
the court,” the Russian teen said. “That’s a good feel-
ing to have when you’re in the third set.”

Most of the top players struggled a bit Thursday.

Venus Williams got off to a slow start before beat-
ing Shikha Uberoi 7-5, 6-1, and defending Open
champion Justine Henin-Hardenne defeated Israeli
qualifier Tzipi Obziler 6-2, 5-7, 6-2.

Andre Agassi took control after an early stagger
and led 7-5, 2-6, 6-2, 1-0 when Florian Mayer quit
with a left hamstring injury.

Playing in his 19th straight Open, the 34-year-old
Agassi outlasted his 20-year-old opponent.

“I just don’t want to play old. That’s what I'm con-
cerned about out there,” Agassi said. “I feel like if I
can still play my tennis, then I'm proud of that.”

The reigning French Open champions weren’t so
fortunate, as No. 4 Anastasia Myskina and No. 9 Gas-
ton Gaudio both lost. So did U.S. Olympic semifinal-
ists Mardy Fish and Taylor Dent.

On Friday, Amelie Mauresmo showed little of the
rust or fatigue displayed in her previous match, easi-
ly beating No. 31 Maria Vento-Kabchi of Venezuela
6-2, 6-0 to reach the fourth round.

No. 12 Ai Sugiyama joined Mauresmo in the
round of 16 by overwhelming Jelena Kostanic of
Croatia 6-1, 6-3. Kostanic upset No. 18 Karolina
Sprem in the first round.

In perhaps the most entertaining match Thurs-
day, Olympic double gold medalist Nicolas Massu
lost to Sargis Sargian 6-7 (6), 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 6-4. At
5 hours, 9 minutes, it was the second-longest match
by time in Open history — Stefan Edberg beat
Michael Chang in a 1992 semifinal that lasted 17
‘minutes more.

Massu spiced up his match by cracking his racket
on a fence and later slamming it on a fence. Chair

umpire Carlos Ramos docked Massu a
Vs v point for his first outburst and penal-
ized him a game in the final set for

the tantrum.

“I played for five hours, I fight a
lot and this guy comes here, gives
e two or three warnings. I accept
ﬂ'le ﬁrst two warnings. If I have to pay
something, I accept it. But the third is unbe-
lievable,” Massu said. “This guy’s unbelievable.

He’s never going to umpire me again.”

‘Williams’ victory made history. For the first time
in the U.S. Open, four black women advanced to the
third round. Williams joined her sister, Serena,
along with Chanda Rubin and 19-year-old wild-card
Angela Haynes.

All four players will not reach the fourth round.
Venus Williams and Rubin face each other in their
next match.

On Friday, Haynes plays Francesca Schiavone
while Serena Williams takes on Tatiana Golovin.

Just three of the 17 U.S. male players are left —
Agassi, Andy Roddick and Vince Spadea — and the
second round is not complete. Wild card Amer Delic
lost to No. 3 Carlos Moya 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 in Thurs-
day’s final match. The sewnd seeded Roddlck plays
Rafael Nadal on Friday night.

Myskina lost to 17-year-old qualifier Anna
Chakvetadze 7-6 (3), 6-3, and Gaudio fell to 2002
Australian Open winner Thomas Johansson 6-3,
6-4, 6-4.

“Ididn’t want to fight. I didn’t want to run,” Myski-
na said. “I didn’t want to do anything.”

See scores on Page 32.
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Changes on horizon for U.S.
after unsightly loss to Russia

BY BRIAN MURPHY
St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Forget about the
ghosts of Nagano and 1998. North America
suddenly has become a place of misery for
the U.S. hockey team.

Blitzed by a more energetic and better pre-
pared opponent for the second consecutive
game, on home ice this time, Team USA
coughed up a hairball Thursday night in the
form of an ugly 3-1 loss to Russia in a World
Cup game at Xcel Energy Center.

‘Without the saving graces of overburdened
goalie Robert Esche, the United States would
have been thrashed even worse.

The loss left the veteran U.S. team shaken
and searching for answers, while coach Ron
‘Wilson vowed wholesale changes to energize
amoribund lineup.

Forward Keith Tkachuk, who scored the
U.S. goal and took two ill-timed frustration
penalties in the closing minutes, said he was
“embarrassed by the way we came out and
played this hockey game.”

“They came out and just took it to us
early,” Tkachuk said. “It was very frustrat-
ing to see us play the way we did the whole
game. It’s just not our hockey. We've got to
turn this around or else we'll be traveling for
the finals.”

With two losses, the United States faces a
must-win game against Slovakia on Friday

Garcialeads
Euro Masters

The Associated Press
CRANS-SUR-SIERRE, Switzer-

night in St. Paul for their salvation, if not
their survival.

All eight teams are guaranteed a spot in
the playoff round. But the United States is
guaranteed to finish behind undefeated Can-
ada in the North American pool standings.
Only a victory over Slovakia and a Russian
victory over Canada on Saturday in Toronto
would keep Team USA from playing its quar-
terfinal in Toronto.

The Americans vowed to roll out full throt-
tle after sleepwalking through the first 30
minutes of a 2-1 loss to Canada two nights
earlier. But the United States found itself
backpedaling to a fervent Russian team un-
willing to roll over simply because it was on
American ice.

The Russians were expected to be a weak-
er team after a series of high-profile defec-
tions thinned their offense and left them
without a proven NHL goaltender. It hardly
mattered as they outshot Team USA 45-21
and received stellar netminding from Ilya
Brzgalov to win their tournament opener.

Alexei Kovalev snapped a 1-1 tie five min-
utes into the third period with a brilliant
one-man effort. With the United States scram-
bling to catch up to Russia’s 3-on-2 break,
Kovalev evaded forward Tony Amonte at the
left face-off circle to bear down on Esche.

He deked Esche to the ice and snapped
the puckjust under the crossbar to break the

ericans’ will and cement what turned
into an easy victory.

3

Russian defenseman Sergei Gonchar, top,
lands on American forward Brian Rolston
during Russia’s 3-1 victory on Thursday.

Wilson was befuddled by how his team
has started so poorly in its first two games
after solid exhibition games that included a
2-0 victory last week over Russians. He
promised a new lineup for Friday night's
game against Slovakia, which bodes well for
forwards Jamie Langenbrunner, Bryan Smo-
linski and Jeff Halpern, as well as defense-
men Paul Martin and Ken Klee.

“We've got five fresh pairs of legs to get in
there and shake up the chemistry of our
room,” Wilson said. “I was shocked at how
we started tonight because we seemed to
have some fire in the locker room. The first
couple of shifts were fine, and then we start-
ed turning the puck over, starting to compli-
cate matters.

“They get confidence. You lose confi-
dence. It was kind of strange to see our team,
‘which played so well last week, not have the
belief that they can handle a team with that
much skill.”

land — Sergio Garcia birdied the

last four holes and shot 6-under 65

Friday, giving

him a one-shot

Golf lead over fellow

Spaniard  and

roundup Ryder Cup team-

mate Miguel

‘Angel Jimenez after two rounds of
the European Masters.

Garcia was at 11-under 131,
with Jimenez (67) at 132. Luke
Donald, the third member of the
European Ryder Cup team play-
ing in the event, shot 67. He was
three strokes back with South Afri-
ca’s Charl Schwartzel (66).

Two-time champion Eduardo
Romero was in a group four
strokes behind, with defending
champion Ernie Els five off the
pace after a 67.

Kim leads LPGA event in lllinois

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Christina
Kim made 11 birdies and tied the
tournament record of 10-under 62
Thursday for a two-shot lead after
the opening round of the LPGA
State Farm Classic.

Rookie Mikaela Parmlid of Swe-
den shot a career-best 8-under 64
and was alone in second.
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Hurricane delays
Miami-FSU game

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Florida State and
Miami will still play in prime
time, just four days later than
planned.

The nationally televised game,
originally scheduled for Monday
night, was postponed Thursday
as Hurricane Frances moved clos-

er to Florida's
east coast. No.

Sports FERRLSTEN
. opener against
briefs  Fytrriacoe

nessee State
on Saturday
also was rescheduled.

The game between the No. 5
Seminoles and the No. 6 Hurri-
canes will be played next Friday
night at the Orange Bowl.

“Our biggest concern is for the
safety of anyone who is in the path
of Hurricane Frances, and we felt
the appropriate thing to do is to re-
schedule the game,” Miami athlet-
ic director Paul Dee said.

Florida’s home game will be
played Oct. 16, athletic director
Jeremy Foley said.

Frances, packing winds of 145
mph, is expected to hit the state
late Friday or early Saturday.
More than a million threatened
people were told to clear out
Thursday.

Hampton and Jackson State
moved their season opener Satur-
day from Orlando’s Citrus Bowl
to Virginia.

Mayorga arrested for alleged
rape; Trinidad bout uncertain

MANAGUA, Nicaragua —
Former world champion Ricardo
Mayorga was arrested Friday on
suspicion of rape, and says he is
uncertain about the status of his
Oct. 2 middleweight bout in New
York against Felix Trinidad.

Mayorga was arrested at Man-
agua’s international airport after
a complaint was filed Wednesday
by a 20-year-old woman who said
the boxer had invited her to a

hotel, beat her and sexually
abused her, police spokesman
Marlon Montano said.

Speaking to The Associated
Press at a police station where he
had been taken, Mayorga said he
was innocent.

“I had a normal relationship
with her and the hotel employees
are witnesses that she was happy
when she left the hotel. I gave her
two bills of S00 cordobas (about
$30 each) and we said goodbye,”
said Mayorga.

Asked about his bout with Trin-
idad at Madison Square Garden,
Mayorga said, “I think that it was
suspended and Trinidad will fight
somebody else, but I'm not sure.”

However, the Madison Square
Garden Web site shows the fight
is still scheduled. Mayorga’s attor-
ney, Sergio Morales, said he
would seek an injunction allow-
ing his client to travel to the Unit-
ed States.

Hamilton Jr. replaces Craven

FONTANA, Calif. — Bobby
Hamilton Jr. will replace Ricky
Craven in the No. 32 PPI Motor-
sports car beginning with Sun-
day’s NASCAR Nextel Cup race
at California Speedway.

It was announced in July that
Hamilton, the son of a longtime
NASCAR  competitor ~ Bobby
Hamilton, would take over Cra-
ven’s ride in 2005, but team owner
Cal Wells III said Thursday that
Craven has stepped aside.

“We are grateful,” Wells said,
“Ricky Craven chose to allow us
the opportunity to get a head start
on the 2005 season. This will give
Bobby and the team a chance to
work together for the remaining
events to build a foundation for
next season.”

Wells said Craven, who has
driven for the PPI team since
2001, will be at the wheel of the
No. 32 once more, in the race
Sept. 19 at New Hampshire Inter-
national Speedway. Craven is
from Newburgh, Maine.

Military
Personnel

Ryan Newman is 10th heading into Sunday’s Pop Secret 500 at California Speedway. The top 10 drivers
after next week’s race in Richmond will be the only ones allowed to compete for the Nextel Cup.

Chase for top 10 heads to Calif.

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif. — No ques-
tion that Jamie McMurray is a
fine race driver. His math could
use a little work.

“I'd say we’'ve got 15 top 10
teams,” said McMurray, one of 15
drivers battling for a spot in
NASCAR’s new “Chase for the
Nextel Cup” championship for-
mat.

With just two races remaining
in what has been dubbed the
“Race for the Chase,” five drivers
are still within striking distance
of a top 10 position in the points
that would make them eligible for
the playoff-style title battle.

The top 10 drivers in the stand-
ings after the race next week in
Richmond will be the only ones al-
lowed to compete for the season
championship over the final 10
races of the season.

Going into Sunday’s Pop Secret
500 at California Speedway, the
five drivers closest to 10th-place
Ryan Newman are bunched with-
in 45 points of that coveted spot.
Adding to the drama, Bobby La-
bonte is just one point ahead of
Newman, and eighth-place Kevin
Harvick is five points out of 10th.

Even Elliott Sadler, solidly en-
trenched in seventh, 101 points
ahead of Newman, is a little ner-

vous.
“We made up a lot of ground in

the Chase last week at Bristol
with a fifth-place run,” Sadler
said. “I know I didn’t win that
race, but I sure felt like I did.

“Our goal for this weekend is to
‘maintain our position in the stand-
ings and put ourselves in a good
position for a solid finish. ... With
just two races left until the play-
offs, I know I will also be a little
more conscious on restarts and
try not to put myself in a bad situa-
tion.

Sadler still has vivid memories
of a flat tire last month at Micl]
gan that cost him dearly in points.

“That's just part of racing,” he
said. “You can do everything per-
fect on some days and still not
have the good outcome you ex-
pect.”

That thought isn’t comforting
for any driver racing for a top 10
ot.

b

McMurray, docked 25 points
early this season when his team
brought a car with an unapproved
rear window to Bristol, also has
failed to finish six races this sea-
son and considers himself lucky
tostill be in the running for a play-
off berth.

“If T could just have 10 points
for each of my six DNFs (did not
finish), we’d be in the top 10,” Mc-
Murray said. “It’s all about finish-
ing. The points system rewards
guys that are consistent. If you
cant do that, you don’t deserve to
be there anyway.”

And last year’s top rookie fig-
ures that isn’t going to change at
fornia or Richmond.

“I think it’s going to come down
to who doesn’t have trouble in
these next two races,” he said.
“Of those seven cars from eighth
to 15th, someone is going to have
trouble. Whoever doesn’t is who
is going to be in the top 10.”

Newman, who fell out of the top
10 last month and has barely man-
aged to get back in, is trying not
to put too much heat on himself.

e points battle is really
tight, but we, as a team, don’t put
any pressure on ourselves,” New-
man said. “We do all we can
every weekend. That's all I can
ask of these guys. If we put in a
sincere effort, the points will
work themselves out.”

Jeremy Mayfield, tied with
Mark Martin for 12th, just 35
points behind Newman and nine
behind teammate Kasey Kahne,
is trying to look at the big picture.

“This team is so far ahead of
where we were a year ago. If we
get in, it’s a bonus to all of us,”
Mayfield said. “If we don’t, that
means we’re going to be hungrier
to be in it next year. Either way,
there are great things in the fu-
ture for our team.”

That doesn’t mean he is conced-
mg anything, though.

“Our goal over the next two
races is to get both of our team
cars in the top 10. I think we can
do it,” Mayfield said.

Urbina’s mother kidnapped

The Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezuela — The
mother of Detroit Tigers pitcher
Ugueth Urbina was kidnapped by
four unidenti-
fied men dis-
guised as po-
officers,

said

took Maura Villareal from a
house owned by Urbina in subur-
ban Caracas on Wednesday, said
Joel Rengifo, director of the coun-
try’s anti-kidnapping police force.
The men have not contacted fami-
Iy members, he said.

The Tigers said Urbina had left

the club to go to Venezuela, and
the team is working with Major
League Baseball and its Venezue-
lan contacts to assist the pitcher.

Cubs’ Mercker, Astros’
Wheeler, Garner suspended
NEW YORK — Chicago Cubs

reliever Kent Mercker and Hous-
ton Astros right-hander Dan
Wheeler were suspended for
three games Thursday after a
testy series last weekend.

Astros manager Phil Garner
was suspended for one game. All
three were fined undisclosed
amounts by Bob Watson, vice
president of on-field operations
for Major League Baseball.

The Astros’ suspensions were

in Venezuela

to begin Friday against Pitts-
burgh. Wheeler and Mercker
could appeal.

In his Houston debut, Wheeler
hit Chicago first baseman Derrek
Lee with a pitch in the ninth in-
ning Sunday after both teams had
been warned about beanballs.

Wheeler and Garner were eject-
ed. Houston sluggers Carlos Belt-
ran and Lance Berkman had been
plunked an inning before.

Mercker was disciplined for his
actions last Friday at Wrigley
Field, where he reportedly yelled
at umpire C.B. Bucknor in a dug-
out runway after the Cubs’ 15-7
loss. The left-hander also hit
Houston starter Roy Oswalt with
a pitch in that game and got a
warning, but was not ejected.
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Boston takes control of wild-card race

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The surging Bos-
ton Red Sox have seized control
of the AL wild-card race — with
an eye on winning their division.

Derek Lowe (13-10) pitched ef-
fectively into the eighth inning
and Boston completed a
three-game sweep of the Ana-
heim Angels with a 4-3 victory
Thursday night — the Red Sox’s

season-high ninth straight win.
The

AL

Roundup

Sox

42

ahead of the
Angels in the
wild-card
chase and remained 3 behind
the AL East-leading New York
Yankees.

“This is a special run that we
are going on,” Lowe said. “Espe-
cially this time of year, we are get-
ting clutch hits, the defense was
phenomenal. We're having fun.”

So are the Minnesota Twins,
who beat the Texas Rangers 2-0
and took a nine-game lead in the
AL Central.

Brad Radke (10-7) had a sea-
son-high nine strikeouts in eight
innings to give Minnesota a
three-game sweep. Joe Nathan
threw a perfect ninth for his 37th
save, completing the five-hitter as
the Twins took their largest divi-
sion lead of the season.

Not bad for a team that was on
the brink of contraction three
years ago, but is now poised for a
third straight division title.

“I hate to be cocky, but if we
lose this lead right here I don’t
think we should have a team,” out-
fielder Torii Hunter said.

At Boston, Bill Mueller hom-
ered off Bartolo Colon (13-11)
and the Red Sox completed a
three-game sweep with their 15th
win in 16 games.

Texas, third in the wild-card
standings, comes to Boston for a
three-game series beginning Fri-
day night. Boston is looking for its

AP

Boston center fielder Johnny Damon gets a face full of dirt as he slides back in time under a tag by Anaheim
Angels first baseman Darin Erstad during the second inning in Boston on Thursday. The Red Sox won 4-3.

first 10-game winning streak in
over 11 years, last done in July
1993.

“It says that we're playing pret-
ty well right now,” said outfielder
Johnny Damon, who went 3-for-4
with an RBL.

“We have another tough team
coming in in Texas. We just have
to keep playing tough.”

Boston has won 10 straight at
Fenway Park and is 7-0 on its
10-game homestand. The Red
Sox have swept their past three se-
ries at home. The last time that
happened was April 19-May 4,
1994.

Lowe allowed runs in each of
the first three innings but recov-
ered to pitch 7!/s innings, giving
up three runs and seven hits,
Keith Foulke got four outs for his
26th save.

Colon allowed four runs and 10
hits in 4%/3 innings for the Angels,
who fell four games behind AL
West-leading Oakland.

“Hey, they played great base-
ball for three days’ Anaheim
manager Mike Scioscia said.

“We couldn’t match it.”

In other AL games Thursday:

'wins 2, Rangers 0: At Minne-
apolis, Radke had the Rangers off

balance all night. He allowed five
hits and walked one in Minneso-
ta’s seventh shutout.

“This is when teams make them-
selves or break themselves,” man-
ager Ron Gardenhire said. “We
have to come out with some inten-
sity now and finish this thing off.”

Kenny Rogers (15-7) allowed
just one run in six-plus innings,
but Texas tied a season high with
its fourth straight loss and fell 5%>
games behind first-place Oakland
in the AL West.

“When you lose three in a row
and the teams you're chasing win
all three, it hurts and makes the

hill harder to climb,” Rogers said.
“But, by no means is it over.”

Yankees 9, Indians 1: Gary
Sheffield had three RBIs to reach
100 for the seventh time, Alex Ro-
driguez hit a three-run homer,
and Jon Lieber (10-8) pitched
seven shutout innings at Yankee
Stadium.

Steve Karsay, sidelined since
the end of the 2002 season with
back and shoulder injuries that
needed operations, allowed a
home run in the ninth on his first
pitch to Victor Martinez, who
reached 100 RBIs for the first
time. Karsay then struck out
Travis Hafner and Casey Blake,
and retired Ben Broussard on a
popup.

Athletics 4, White Sox 2: Mark
Redman (10-10) pitched seven
strong innings, and Billy McMil-
lon homered off Jose Contreras
(12-7) for visiting Oakland.

Redman became the fourth A’s
pitcher to reach double digits in
wins, allowing four hits and two
runs, and AL West-leading Oak-
land won for the 14th time in 16
games.

Blue Jays 8, Mariners 6: Ichiro
Suzuki got three more hits, but Or-
lando Hudson and Vernon Wells
homered to lead homestanding
Toronto to victory.

Suzuki, chasing George Sisler’s
major league record for hits in a
season, went 3-for-S and has 217
hits. He has 29 games left to
break Sisler’s mark of 257 hits,
set in 1920 with the St. Louis
Browns.

Orioles 13, Devil Rays 2: At St.
Petersburg, Fla., Miguel Tejada
drove in three runs, and Erik Be-
dard (6-9) pitched seven impres-
sive innings for Baltimore.
Tejada increased his AL-lead-
ing total to 121 RBIs for the Ori-
oles, who have won four straight
following a 12-game losing streak.
They finished their first
three-game sweep of the Devil
Rays, who lost their sixth in a row.

Powerhouse Cardinals complete sweep

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis
Cardinals have powered their
way to the best record in base-
ball, and their manager has a
stern warning for the rest of the
majors.

“Our best baseball is ahead of
us,” Cardinals manager Tony La
Russa said. “I really believe that.”

Albert Pujols and Jim Ed-
monds homered in the first, Jeff
Suppan (14-6) won his fifth
straight start, and the Cardinals
completed a three-game sweep of
the San Diego Padres with a 7-2
victory Thursday night.

“They outslugged us by far,”
Padres manager Bruce Bochy
said. “But they're outslugging ev-
erybody. Look at their lineup and
there’s nobody in our league that
matches up with them.”

Pujols and Edmonds each hom-
ered three times in the series for

N L Roundup

the Cardinals (89-44). Pujols was
4-for-4 with two RBIs, 8-for-12
with six RBIs in the series and
has homered in four straight
games.

“He is incredible,” La Russa
said.

Pmols 43rd homer matched
his career best set last season,
and Edmonds gave the Cardinals
three 100-RBI men for the second
time in franchise history. Scott
Rolen leads the NL with 116
RBIs, Pujols has 106 and Ed-
monds 100 after Pujols, Rolen
and Edgar Renteria reached tri-
ple-digits last year.

Larry Walker added a homer in
the seventh inning for the Cardi-
nals, who are 33-6 against the Pa-
dres the past six seasons — 19-2
at home — and have swept them
at least once each year.

Suppan topped his previous ca-
reer best for victories set last
year and tied Matt Morris and
Chris Carpenter for the staff lead
this season. In six-plus innings,
he allowed two runs and seven
hits. Suppan also got his third hit
in 48 at-bats this season.

Jake Peavy (11-4) lasted six in-
nings, but lost for the first time
since July 7 to Houston.

It was a major blow to the Pa-
dres, who are two games behind
the Cubs in the NL wild-card race
heading into a six-game home-
stand.

“We knew coming in here we
had to play our best ball, and we
didn’t do it,” Bochy said. “We
need to regroup and head home.”

In other NL games Thursday:

Dodgers 8, Diamondbacks 4:
At Phoenix, Adrian Beltre hit his
43rd homer and Milton Bradley,
who'll leave the team briefly fol-
lowing the death of his grandfa-

ther, doubled in the go-ahead run
off Shane Nance (1-1) in the
eighth inning.

Yhency Brazoban (1-0) gave up
a run in two innings — on Scott
Hairston’s eighth-inning homer
— and got his first major league
victory. Eric Gagne got two outs
for his 37th save.

Rockies 6, Giants 5: Vinny
Castilla hit a two-run homer, Matt
Holliday drove in two runs, and
visiting Colorado beat Jason
Schmidt.

Joe Kennedy (7-6) allowed five
runs and nine hits in 7'/s innings
as the Rockies won their second
straight following a season-high
eight-game losing streak.

Schmidt (15-6) allowed six
runs for the second consecutive
game in 4'/3 innings as the Giants
fell 1/: games behind Chicago in
the wild-card race.

Marlins 9, Mets 6: Carl Pa-

of Padres

vano (16-5) moved into a tie for
the NL lead in wins, helping visit-
ing Florida gain ground in the
wild-card chase — 2V games be-
hind Chicago.

Damion Easley and Juan Encar-
nacion each drove in three runs
for the Marlins, who swept the
four-game series and have won
seven in a row.

They'll have to wait at least a
couple days to get back on the
field, though, because Friday
night’s series opener against the
Cubs was postponed because of
Hurricane Frances.

Rookie David Wright homered
twice for the Mets, who have lost
six straight and 11 of 12, ending
their homestand 1-10.

Brewers 7, Pirates 1: At Mil-
waukee, Ben Sheets (10-10)
threw a four-hitter for his first
win since the All-Star break, Bill
Hall homered and drove in four
runs, and the Brewers salvaged a
split of their four-game series.
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[ Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League

East Division
L Pt GB
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Tampa Bay, 25; Urbina, Detroft, 21

National League

East Division
L Pct GB
Atlanta 54 501 —
Florida 62 53
Philadelphia 68 48 13
New York 73 451 18%
Montreal 77 41 2%
Central Division
st. Louis -
Chicago 16
stor ]
Cincinnati 26%
Pittsburgh 27
Milwaukee 31
Los Angeles
san Francisco 537 %
San Diego 34 7
Colorado 76 429 21
rizona 2 9 33 3%
Thursday's games
Florida 9, N.Y. Met:
Mitwaukée 7, pitsburgh 1
St. Louis 7, San
A

Colorado’s, S3nf rranmscos
Chicago Cubs at i
Atlantaat Montre:
Philadelphia

iwaukee
Pittsburgh at ng ton_

rida, ppd., hurricane

uis

iego

Arizona ai Sgn Francisco.

irday’s gam

Arizona (Randolpn 341 &t San Francisco
(Lowry 3-0)

Clichgo Cubs (c.zZambrano 12:8) at Flori-

da (AJ Burnett 5-6)

Alanta (R00riz 137) at Montreal (atter-
s0n3-

N.Y. Mets (Leiter 9-5) at Philadelphia (Lidle

mgsburg)n (Fogg 9-9) at Houston (C.Her-

Cincinnati (Hancock 3-1) at Milwackee
(Hendricksor

(5 Areres (1hii 136 at st. Louis (Mar-
quis 13:4

Golorado (Estes 13-6) at San Diego (Tanker-

's games

iy
Atantaat monires

N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia
Cincinnati at Mi

ilwaukee

ieg
APizona at San Franisco

NL wild card standings
Pt B
7360 59 -
3 537 1%
Sa 7 62 53
Florida 70 62 530 2%
Houston 7 63 56 3
Thursday
Brewers 7, Pirates 1
PITTSBURGH _ MILWAUKEE
TRdmn cf
JWilsn ss
Brooks p
Jtista gh
Ward 1

sbur
Milwaul

ek seached first on careners intarir.
ence.

E-Cota (1. DP_Milaukee 2 LOB—-pitts-
burgh 3, Milwaukee 8. 26 ) W\scm ek
BClarl Woeler (1 f
HR— W\ggmtun (m). ahall O KGmIer (JZ)
SB—TRedman

ittsburg!
BareR, 0.1

¥ 55513

NFigueroa 2731122

ks 2211112
Milwaukee

BSheetsW,10-10 9 4 1 1 1 10

HBP—by BSheets ~(Hil), by DWilliams

(BClark). T—2:21. A—11,763 (41,900).

FLORIDA

pierre cf
Easley 2b
Lbucac

Cbrera If

o
Conine 1b
JEcren rf
AGnzlz ss.
Pavano p

Motap
IMnzilo p

Zeile ph
Totals 389128 Totals 3
Florida 040 100

New Yorl ooz-
E— wmm‘?s (;op Florida 1, Naw Yor
Pt TS

LOB—Flori ork
Easley 2 (17), JEncarnacmn (£ loyd 224
HR—JEncarnacion (15). 9), Zeile

(@) se=Piere 1), WS ), Keppinger

P H RER BB SO
Florida
Pamowdss 6§ 4 4 16
2 0000 2
JMan;aml\o 1 22201
Seo Ld-8 5 75 431
amalmu 2 10003
T e22
Tofranco 01

0
ed to-1 batter In the 7th
Balk—Yates. T—2:48. A—24,937 (57,405).

Cardinals 7, Padres 2
s

SAN DIEGO ST.Lou
abrhbi abrhbi
4110Wmack2b 4110

Aurilia 1000LWalkrrf 4111

Lorettazo 403 0Pujolslb 4242

BGilesrf 3011 Rolen3l 2211

Nevinlb 4000 Edmndcf 4123
3020 4010
3000 3010
2010 0000
4010 1000
1000 0000
1110 1000
0000 3000
0000 2010
1000 2000

1T z;

Peavy. SF—
H RER BB SO
San Diego
Peavy L11-4 6, 8 4 1 16
Neal 40303 01
Osuna 150 0000
st Louis
Sppanwies ¢ 7 2 2 2 2
Eldred 2 20000
Flores i 100 00
Suppan pitched to 1 batter n the 7th. HBP
DY, Beavy (Rojen). WP—Elcred. 2.

A—32,785 (50,345).
Dodgers 8, Diamondbacks 4

LOS ANGELES ARIZONA
abrhbi abrhbi
risss 4100 Terrerocf 5010
SFinleycf 5111 AGreen3b 4110
Brdley 5121Cmierp 0000
Beltre3b 4221 Cintronph 1000
shGrenlb 3200 Dtistart 4000
Werthlf ~ 5011Hinbmlb 4120
JHmdz2b 4122 Hirston2b 3111
orazb 0000 Gilss 2012
055 ¢ 4000Kregerlf 4010
Qperezp  2000Snyderc 4121
Cararp 0000 Fossump 2010
saenzph 1000 Znterph 1000
Brzbanp 1000 Nancep 0000
scstwrtp 0000 Tracy3b 1010
Gagnep 0000
Totals 3888 6 Total 374114
Los Angeles 010 0418
Arizona 010 010-4
E-| mnenbranu (1), Hairsion @ Gil 2 ).

DP—Los Angeles 1, 0BLos An-
9\957 Ao 7. 28 281atley 3 Q1) Her-
andez (1. Hllenorand (240, HR-SFnley
(39), Beltra: (49, Hemandez (11), Harston

(13), snyder ().
RER BB SO

Los Angeles.
Operez

5 s
arrara 11
BrazobanW,1-0 2 3
Scstewart 2
Gagne .37 oo
rizona

S5um 4
NanceL,1-1 R
Cormier 3
k. A-33.24 oo,

Rockies 6,
COLORADO

Miles 2b

Totals
Colorado

San Francisco

SAlfonzo (13) Schmide (), 0P Colorado

1. L0B—Colorado'7, San Francisco 5. 2B—Hol-
liday 00 Durham (18), Mohr2 (us). Bonds
. OCriz o), Dallimore (1): HR-Castila
533 85 Bidvion (o) Burite ), c2relz
2).5=Clayton.
P H RER BB SO
Colorado
Jemedywis 79 52 6
1 00000
Chaccn532 1 00012
Shnartiss 458 6 6 18
Jh o8 o2
yWalker 10001
Here 000 1 2

Smeay pitched fo 1 batter in the st
T-2:42. A=36,971 (41,584).

NL leaders

onds, San Francisco, 367; Lor-
e San Diego. 345 Bare. L% Andeles,
338 Cas innati, .334; Helton, Colo®
fads, 34 i Fulols, St Louis, 312} JEstrada, A

7: Bonds, San

u( 2 ShoLouis, 1

francisco, 106; Philadelphia, 101;
RS Louts, 917 orews Adanta, 8 Lor’

ey Diego, 95, houms Philadeiphia, 94;

Helton, Colora

,s Loms, 116; Castilla, Colo-
rao, 108 bujols, St Louis, 106; Eamorids. St
(53 1017 Belre, los 'Arigelcs, 651 BAbreL;
Bhiladel \gm $3j Sz, Colorado,”o1;

ta, San' mcgo 181 plerre. Floi-
a7 Nlson, Bt purgh, 165; Beltre
Hgelcs, 7 Rufoe St Louls- 168 [rurts
Log Angales, 161 Casey, Cmcmn i, 1
oretfa, an Diego, 43; Over-
ba: M\Iwaukee I Casey, Cintinnatl, 41
Catiil Bigglo, Houston, 39}
Pujols ¢ o P 3é oo  Colorado, zé
PLES—Wisor, presBuran, e,
floriga, 1; Rolins, r Philadelphia, m» \z7turls.
ngel

D A e ar. Sam Franciec, 3:
ReneHousdn. 7

RUNS- PU&D‘S St. Lou\& 63< Beltre,

I.OS Angclcs, 43; incin 40; Ed-

onds, St. Louis, 39; Thnme. Phl\adek} ia,

39< Borids, San Francisco, 38; Alou, Chicago,

BASES—Podsednik, Milwaukee,
SITRTE, POt 37; DRoberts, Los Angeles,
33 BAbréu, Philadelphia, 33; Freel, Cincin

Pt 28 CPatterson, Chicago, 6: Rollins, il

adelphi
Plﬂmlka(uneclslnns) wilton, Philadel-
phia, 13-3, 812, 464; Clemens, Houston, 14-4,
18,308 Whariis, St Logey e o
avano, Florida, 165, 762, 3.09; Carpenter,
sz Louis, 14,5‘ 737, 351; Peavy. San Dieg
733, 2.21; Lima, Los Angeles, 11-4, 733,

snuxzouvs Riohnson,  Arizona, 242;
Bsheef jaukee, 213; Schmidt, San Fran-
gsco, zo JOlbares Bitsburgh 101: Clement,
Chicago, 179; Oswalt, Houston, 172; Clem:
HHhuston, 172
- Behitez, Florida, 4, Isringhausen,
Gagne, Los Angeles, 37; Graves,
e S P.nsburgm 4K
waukee, 35; Smoltz, Atlant

Baseball calendar

begi
et 1z 2 ekgue hampionship. series

. 23 — World Series begins, city of AL
champion.

October/November TBA — Free agent fil-
ing period, fist 15 days after World Series

General managers meetings,
kerxeawscaync Fia.

ast day for teams to offer salary
arbitration to their former players who be-

inter meetings, Anaheim,

c. ast day for free agents offered
galary Ssitraton 58 accept o Teectthe ot

“Dec. 20 — Last day for teams to offer 2005
contracts to unsigned players.

fan .15 - salary siitration ling,

Jan, 8 — Last day until May 1 for free
agents who-relected arbitration offers to
ré:sign with their former te:
qdan 18 = Exchange of Salary arbitration
iqur

Feb.io21 — salary arbitration heatjngs,
Voluntary reporting date for
nltchers‘ catchers and njare dplayers,
b. 34 = Voluntary reporting date for
ayer:
St Teams may renew contracts
ul\msl red players
2- Manuamry reporting date.
Last day to place a player on
uncondmanal relcase waiv ers and pay 30
s Sepmination pay insfead of 4 days.
iest uncondi-
tional release waivers o a maye without
haying to pay i ful 2005 5
3 Day: Actve rosters re-

Enar ‘Game, Detroit.

calit.

otper’

o
duCEd tn 25
2R

This date in haseball

6~ Longtime u'ﬁ'Emng rivals Christy

o
closed

mew careers, by snema\ arrang_\emenh infhe
e Kston Braves startea & gruel:

1nd 2ttng I WICH they piayed hihe Straiont
duumeheauers & major eabie record.
oW York Yankees ciinched
Epannant on the carlsst

h\slg%rsv with 36:3 victory over Boston,
eles became the first team

inalor 163306 Brsiory £0 Graw more than 3

millioh at horme and on the road as the Dodg-
Crs beat the Reds 86 in Tront of 18670 fans
e
1674 —

nati.
Bon Wilson of the Houston Astros
was reptacer by apinch hiter afferptching

e pitche hedt the hinth ining and gave

upa\eada Single to Tony perez for the only
it 3 the Reds won th

v Carte rma Dot solo home

ague record and sin-

E’\Ieu i another Lon Fodkad e ew vork

s the New York Yan-
KOs st Do 116 Yot s hem
0240 victory over the Cleveland Indians.
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SPORTS @&

Drivers head to California Speedway
with two races remaining to get
into Chase for the Cup, Page 37

Reyes for Heisman?

With a chance at third straight 1,000-yard season,
Syracuse running back’s candidacy not a stretch

BY JOHN KEKIS

The Associated Press

son-ending victory over Notre Dame last December, also was the Or-
ange’s second-leading receiver with 38 catches for 375 yards and one
touchdown. His 1,732 all-purpose yards were the third-highest total in
school history.
Reyes already holds the Syracuse career rushing touchdown mark
with 38. He also ranks seventh all-time with 2,621 career rushing
yards but needs just 314 yards to move past Csonka
into second place. Morris, the only other Syracuse
back to have three 1,000-yard seasons, sits atop
the list with 4,299 yards.

SEE REYES ON PAGE 34

SYRACUSE, N.Y.

alter Reyes shrugged at the question: Would he give up his

No. 39 and wear Syracuse’s famed No. 44 if coach Paul

Pasqualoni offers? “It's going to be a hard decision,”

said Reyes, who enters his senior year at Syracuse
with the chance to become the first running back in school his-
tory to have three consecutive 1,000-yard seasons. “When I
first came here I always said I wanted to make a number for
myself, even though 39 also was worn by the great Larry
Csonka. But when you talk about No. 44, it’s the most presti-
gious number in Syracuse history, so that’s a lot of pres-
sure.”

Indeed. Jim Brown, Floyd Little, and Ernie Davis,
the only Syracuse player to win the Heisman
Trophy (1961), each wore it with great distinc-
tion. Nobody has donned it since Rob Kon-
rad in 1998.

Reyes seems equal to the challenge if its |
presented.

Reyes, who runs low and uses his impres-
sive power, acceleration, cutting ability and
breakaway speed to befuddle defenders, is
coming off one of the most productive sea-
sons in Syracuse history.

In 2003, he ran for 1,347 yards (the
second-best total in school history be-
hind Joe Morris’s 1,372 yards in
1979) and a school-record 20
touchdowns, averaging 5.3
yards per carry. And this
year he’s being promoted
by the university for the He-
isman Trophy as the Orange
prepare to open the season at
No. 24 Purdue on Sunday.

“It’s a great preseason honor, but
we still have 11 games to play, so you
can’t get too caught up in the preseason
stuff,” said the S-foot-10, 213-pound
Reyes, who struck a Heisman pose for the
Carrier Dome fans after rushing for 241
yards and four TDs last season against
Central Florida. “When I first heard about
it in July, that’s when I thought about it.
Now, I don’t even think about it when I'm
practicing.”

He does when he uses his cell

M No. 20 Utah justifies its
preseason ranking, Page 34

phone.
“When I flip it open, I have the
Heisman Trophy as my screen.
“So maybe I lied” Reyes
said, laughing.
Reyes, who ran for five
touchdowns in a sea-

Walter Reyes has a chance to become the first running back to have three straight 1,000-yard
seasons at Syracuse, a school which boasts back field alumni Larry Csonka, Jim Brown, and
1961 Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis.

Ninth straight win
puts Red Sox 4Y>
ahead of Angels in
AL wild-card race;
Cardinals continue
NL power trip
Page 38

Patriots lose
third straight
in preseason but
rest starters for
Thursday’s opener
Page 35

Venus Williams,
Sharapova
struggle but move
on in U.S. Open

Civil case still risky for Bryant, alleged victim rg. s

Page 36
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